CONTENTS 


I.—The Conclusion of Paradise Lost. By C. A. Moors, 


II.—* The Devil ond the By } 
LOR, - - - 


IlI.—The Politics of the Greater Romantic Bosta. ay 
WALTER GRAHAM, 


IV.—Grammatical and Natural Gender in Middle me 
lish. By SAMUEL - 

V.—The Eve of St. Agnes and The Mysteries of Oder 
pho. By MARTHA HALE SHACKFORD, - - 
VI.—Why did hate By A _ 

JENKINS, 
VII.—The Dreams of Charlemagne in the Chanson de 
Roland. By ALEXANDER HAGGERTY KRAPPE, - 


VIII. Contemporary Opinioa of Pos. By Camp. 
BELL, 


IX.—A Contribution to the Study of the Come. 
By Straniey I. 
X.—Chaucer’s Tale of Ireland. By FrepERICK TUPPER, 
XI.—Athelston; A By A. 
‘HIBBARD, 
XII.—The Stage History of Colley Cibber’s The Gurelese 
Husband. by Harry GLICKSMAN, - 
XIII.—The Chronology of Milton’s Private Wales. BS 
XIV.—The Peal of Keats (A 
View). By G. R. Extiorr, - - 


XV.—Shelley’s Swell-Foot the Tyrant in Relation to Con- 
temporary Political Satire. By Newman I. 


WHITE, - - - - - - 
XVI.— Shelley and the Abbé Bervesl. By WaLter EpwiNn 
XVII.—Samson Again. By PAvLL FRANKLIN 
Baum, - - - - - - 


XVIII.—Aristotelian ‘ Mimesis’ in Eighteenth Century ing: 
land. By JoHN W. DRAPER, . 


. XIX—Rhythm and Rime Before the Norman Conquest. 
By J. W. RANKIN, - 


XX.—Goethe’s Poem “ Im ‘By 
Tarr HATFIELD, - 


403955 


332 


372 


401 


429 


67 
L3aa 
PAGE 
1 
79 
104" 
119 
134 
167 
186 
223 
245 =O, 
\ / 
251 
\ 
315 
34 
| 


iv Contents 


PAGE 
XXI.—Matthew Arnold and Goothe. By 
WHITE, - - 436 
XXII.—The Calumny of Apelles in the Literature of an 
Quattrocento. By RupoLPH ALTROCCHI, - 454 
XXIII.—The Thirteenth Century Legal Attitude towards 
Woman in Spain. By Lansing, - 492 
XXIV.—A French Desert Island of By 
FROY ATKINSON, - - 509 
XXV.—The Personality of Hippolyte Taine, By mame 
LauRA NORMAN, - 529 
XXVI.—The Field of the By E. 
MORE, - 551 
XXVII.—English Songs on the Hight By 
READ BASKERVILL, 565 


XXVIII.—The Story of Gebir. By Srantey T. Wrzzams, 615 

BEacH, - 632 
XXX.—Were the “ Gothic Gothic? By 

644 


| 
> 
AR 
| 
| 
4 
| ‘ 
2 
% 
q 
4 


APPENDIX 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH MEETING OF THE 
Mopern Laneuage AssociaTION oF AMERICA 
HELD ON THE INVITATION OF 
Vassar at PovcuKeepsiz, New York 
DeceMBER 28, 29, 30, 1920 


Minutes or THE Twenty-Firtu Annvuat MEETING 
OF THE 


CrenTrRAL Division oF THE ASSOCIATION 
HELD AT 


Cuicaco, 
DeceMBeER 28, 29, 30, 1920 


MINUTES OF THE TWENTY-sECOND Annvuat MEETING 
OF THE 
AssociaTION OF THE Paciric Coast 
HELD AT 
San Francisco, Cat. 


NoveMBeER 26 anp 27, 1920 


q 
4 
q 
4 
q 
4 
q 
a 
4 4 
; 
4 
ty 
| 4 
a 
a 
BS | 4 
4 
a 
q 
H 
4 
| 


THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 
OF AMERICA 


The thirty-seventh meeting of the Mopern Lanevacr 
Association or America was held under the auspices of 
Vassar College at Poughkeepsie, New York, December 28, 
29, 30, 1920. All the sessions were held in the buildings 
of Vassar College. 


FIRST SESSION, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28 
ASSEMBLY HALL 


The Association was called to order by the President, 
Professor John Matthews Manly, at 3.05 p. m. It was 
welcomed to Poughkeepsie by President Henry Noble 
MacCracken of Vassar College. 

The Secretary of the Association, Professor Carleton 
Brown, presented as his report Vol. XXXV of the 
Publications of the Association, and the report was 
accepted. 

The Secretary announced that the roll of the Associa- 
tion included 1,507 active members, a slightly larger 
number than in any previous year. At the same time he 
recalled the warning given by Secretary Howard at the 
Columbus meeting, that unless five hundred names were 
added to the membership list it would be necessary to 
increase the subscription price of the Publications, on 
account of the extraordinary increase in the cost of 
printing. In view of the existing situation the Executive 
Council had voted, in accordance with the authorization 
given by the Association at Columbus, to advance the 
annual subscription price of the Publications to four 
dollars beginning January 1, 1921. In order to bring 
about a proportional increase in the rate of Life Member- 
ship the Secretary offered the following resolution: 


lll 


iv MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 


Resolved, That in the opinion of the Association the fee for Life 
Membership should be, either a single payment of fifty dollars or 
payment of seventeen dollars and fifty cents per annum for three 
consecutive years: provided, that persons who for fifteen years or 
more have been active members in good and regular standing may 
become life members upon the single payment of thirty-two dollars 
and fifty cents. 


The resolution was adopted. 


The Treasurer of the Association, Professor Carleton 
Brown, presented the following report: 


A. RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


RECEIPTS 
Balance on hand December 31, 1919, - : - - $ 69 70 
From Members for 1916, - - - $ 300 : 
“ “ 1917, 6 00 
1918, - - 66 00 
“ 1919, - - 249 30 
* > = 1020, - - - 8,653 69 
1021, - - - 106 00 
“ Life Memberships, - 150 00 
#4, 233 99 
From Libraries for XXXI, . - $ 2 70 
- - 8 10 
“« XXXIV, - 30 60 
- - 222 75 
——_ 349 20 
For Reprints, XXXV, - - - - - 15 00 
From Sales of Publications, - - - - 170 06 
“ Advertisers, - - - - 130 00 
“ Sale of Index Volume, - - - - 68 55 
“ Sale of Reports of the Committee of Twelve, 1 62 
“Membership fees for M. H. R. A., - - 148 50 
“ Subscriptions to Mod. Lang. Review, - 41 25 
“ Interest on Current Funds, - - . 26 15 
“Interest on Liberty Bonds, - §$ 23 25 
“Interest on Permanent Fund, - 304 02 
—_ 327 27 
5,511 59 
$5,581 29 
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EXPENDITURES 
To pains, for Salary, - : - $ 750 00 
me for Printing, - - 34 35 
for Postage, - - 92 37 
” ? for Record Book, - 1 65 
for MS. envelopes, - 1 87 
- = for Expressage, - - 12 21 
for Telegrams, - - 7 39 
for Council Expenses, - 21 98 
————-$ 921 82 
To A. A. Dority, for Treasurer’s Bond, - - 12 50 
To Secretary, Central Division, for Salary, - 100 00 
To W. A. Neilson, Managing Trustee, Life Mem- 
berships, - - 150 00 
For purchase of copies of Publications, - - 5 00 
For subscription returned, - - : 2 70 
For refund of fees for 1920 to Life etieshene, . 6 00 
To Committee on Resolutions, for expenses, - 1 50 
For Exchange, - - - - - - - 2 27 
For collection charges on checks, - - - 2 98 
To J. H. Furst Co. for printing Publications, 
XXXV, 1 - - - - $1,010 50 
XXXV, 2 - 1,002 65 
XXXV, 3 937 10 
—— 2,950 25 
To Smith & Lamar, for Programs for Pough- 
keepsie and Chicago meetings, - - - 391 30 
To American Council of Learned Societies, dues, 74 35 
To American Council on Education, dues, - 10 00 


To Hon. Treasurer, M. H. R. A., membership fees, 114 03 
To Cambridge University Press, subscriptions to 


Modern Language Review, - : - . 31 49 
$4,776 19 
Balance on hand December 24, 1920,* - - - - 805 10 
$5,581 29 


*The bill for printing XXXV, 4, of the Publications, which 
amounted to $1,044.14, was not received until after the Treasurer’s 
books were closed. Allowing for this, the year ended with an actual 
deficit in this account of $239.04. 


x 
a 


é 
| 


vi MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 


B. INVESTED FUNDS 
Bright Fund (Eutaw Savings Bank), 


Principal, December 31, 1919, - . - $1,577 51 
Interest, April 1, 1920, - - : - 55 13 
$1,632 64 
von Jagemann Fund (Cambridge Savings Bank), 
Principal, December 31, 1919, - . - $1,452 40 
Interest, July 1, 1920, - - - - 69 16 
1,521 56 
Liberty Bonds, : - - - - - - - 600 00 
Total, December 24, 1920, - - - . - - 3,754 20 
Total, December 31, 1919, - : - - - - $3,629 91 
Increase, - - - - - $ 124 29 
C. BALANCE SHEET, 1920 
Increase,“Current Funds, - - - $ 735 40 
Increase, Invested Funds, - - 124 29 
Added to Permanent Fund, - - : - - - 150 00 
Total Increase,* - - . - - - - - $1,009 69 


It was voted to refer the report of the Treasurer to the Auditing 
Committee. 


President William Allan Neilson, Managing Trustee of 
the Permanent Fund, presented the following report: 


Savings Bank Account, December 27, 1919, - $7,210 00 
Six Life Memberships added in 199%) at $25.00 


each, - - - - - - - - 150 00 
$7,360 00 
Purchase of Liberty Bonds (1), 
par value $8,300, - - - - $7,171 38 
Paid Carleton Brown, iceman, - - - 150 00 
Savings Bank Account, December 27, 1920, - 38 62 
$7,360 00 


* Allowing for the unpaid bill for XXXV. 4, the net increase is 
reduced to $35.25. 
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The secretary read a letter from Professor John William 
Cunliffe, Chairman of the Committee on the Reproduction 
of Early Texts, stating that owing to unfavorable condi- 
tions it had not been possible in the course of the year to 
bring out the facsimile edition of the “ Caedmon MS.” 
in which the Committee was mainly interested. 


It was voted that the report be accepted and the Committee con- 
tinued. 


The following report of progress by Professor W. G. 
Hale, Chairman of the Joint Committee on Grammatical 
Nomenclature, was read by Professor H. Carrington 
Lancaster : 


The report of the Joint Committee on Grammatical Nomenclature 
is not yet in final form. During the war the work was impossible. 
Since then it has been delayed partly by the Chairman’s retirement, 
which involved loss of time in setting up a new estadlishment, and 
partly by the continued silence of Professor Zeiger of Frankfort in 
the face of repeated letters asking him, with the greatest courtesy, 
for information promised by him about the movement for uniform 
terminology which was begun in Germany before the War, and in 
which he was the leading figure. A modicum of information has now 
been obtained from another source, and the work of preparing the 
final form of the Report has been set in motion. 

It is of course understood that, for some time, changes must not ' 
be made in the terminclogy which has already been published, and 
which has passed into considerable use. The work contemplated, if 
a majority of the Committee approves, is: (1) to illustrate and 
explain some of the more difficult points more fully; (2) to furnish 
a brief history of the movement for uniformity, the importance of 
which is made evident by the fact that the demand for it has arisen 
in five different countries: England, France, Germany, Austria, and 
the United States; (3) to provide an index, which a good many 
correspondents have asked for. It is possible, too, that the Com- 
mittee may decide to add material of a fourth kind, namely sugges- 
tions about the assignment of various parts of the terminology to 
various grades of study, with the especial idea that there should be 
little or no use of technical terms in the early years, and that, so 
far as possible, correct habits in speech and writing should be formed 
by what are called “corrective exercises” before the grammatical 
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terms corresponding to these correct habits are proposed to the 
student. Something like this is already urged in syllabuses prepared 
by certain State authorities to guide instruction in English. It 
would seem an especially opportune time for the presentation of 
some such points of view in the Report, since a determined attempt 
to banish the study of English grammar completely from the schools 
has recently been made (North American Review for July) by a 
Regent of the State of New York, and has been received with a good 
deal of sympathy by the daily press. The argument was based in 
large part on the supposed multiplicity and arbitrariness of gram- 
matical terms and so-called rules, and their supposed unintelligibility 
for students of elementary or high-school age. 

The Chairman of the Joint Committee took advantage of the dis- 
cussion which the article in the North American Review brought 
about by contributing a letter to the New York Times, under the 
title of “Clarified Grammar,” calling attention to the aims and 
propositions of the Report of the Joint Committee. The letter seems 
to have served its purpose; for the Secretary of the National Educa- 
tion Association, in whose hands the Committee have put the Report, 
wrote the Chairman as follows: 
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“Dear Dr. Hale: I am writing to tell you that we have received 
hundreds of requests for the pamphlet on Grammatical Nomenclature 
since your article appeared in the New York Times, Our supply of 
pamphlets was soon exhausted, but the requests for it continue to 
come in.” 


Another thousand, the ninth, has since been printed. 

It may be added that another American grammar of English is 
expected to appear before long, and that the author, after years 
spent in preparation and deliberation, has determined to adhere : 
completely to the terminology of the Report. To make sure of this 
aim, the Chairman of the Joint Committee on Grammatical Nomen- 
cleture has been asked to read the proof. 

1t will be seen from the above that the year has not been a wholly 
inactive one for the work entrusted to the Committee. 

In England, the same cause has continued to make gains. In 
1918, the Government Committee on Modern Language pronounced in : 
favor of Uniform Grammatical Terminology, and commended the . 
Report of the English Joint Committee. Further, an Oriental 
Advisory Committee, recently formed, has published a scheme, har- 
monious, as far as possible, with that of this Report, to be applied 
to the grammar of Sanskrit and the modern Indian vernaculars of 
Sanskrit origin. 
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It was voted that the report be accepted as a report of progress 
and that the representation of this Association on the Committee be 
continued. 


The Chair announced the appointment of the following 
Committees : 


To nominate officers: Professor Walter Morris Hart, 
Francis A. Waterhouse, Laura J. Wylie, Joel Hatheway, 
Robert H. Fife, Charles H. Handschin, and Robert K. 
Root. 

To audit the report of the Treasurer: Professors 
William G. Howard, Chauncey B. Tinker, and Emilio 
Goggio. 

On resolutions: Professors J. Douglas Bruce, Mary 
Vance Young, and Carl F. Schreiber. 

The President asked Professor William G. Howard to 
take the Chair and the reading of papers was then begun. 


1. “The Radicalism of the Later Southey.” By Pro- 
fessor William Haller, of Columbia University. 


2. “The Italian Journey of Henry James.” By Pro- 
fessor Edward Everett Hale, of Union College. 


3. “El Teatro de Cervantes.” By Professor Rudolph 
Schevill, of the University of California. 


4, “ Pascal in English Periodic Literature.” By Pro- 
fessor Isabelle Bronk, of Swarthmore College. 


5. “ Notes on the Tristram Legend ” (illustrated by 
lantern slides). By Dr. Roger Sherman Loomis, of 
Columbia University. 


At 8 o’clock in the evening of Tuesday, December 28, 
the President of the Association, Professor John M. Manly, 
of the University of Chicago, delivered in the Assembly 
Hall an address entitled: “‘ New Bottles.” 
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After this address an informal reception for the mem- 
bers and guests of the Association was given by Vassar 
College in the parlors on the second floor of Main Building. 


SECOND SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29 


The second session was called to order by the President 
at 10 o’clock. 

Professor Carleton Brown, on behalf of the Committee 
on Coéperation with the Early English Text Society, gave 
a brief account of correspondence carried on with Sir 
Israel Gollanez, Director of the Early English Text 
Society, and announced the intention of the Committee 
to issue very shortly a circular appeal with a view to in- 
creasing the Society’s membership in the United States. 

Professor H. Carrington Lancaster of Johns Hopkins 
University brought up the question of the suggestions out- 
lined in the Presidential Address looking toward the 
organization of special groups in connection with the 
annual meetings of the Association, and moved that the 
President appoint a committee of which he should be 
Chairman, to consider the feasibility of putting these pro- 
posals into effect; and that this committee be asked to 
report to the Association on Thursday morning. 

Professor Raymond Alden moved to amend by referring 
the matter also to the Chairmen of the several section 
meetings, but the amendment was not seconded. 

After some discussion Professor Lancaster’s motion was 
put and carried. The President appointed as the other 
members of this Committee Professors Lancaster, Lowes, 
and Mensel. 

Professor John L. Lowes proposed as one of the services 
to scholarship which the Association might appropriately 
undertake, the publication of an annual bibliography. 
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With the suspension of the bibliography in the American 
Year Book the need for this is greater than ever. On 
motion of Professor Lowes it was 

Voted: that the Editorial Committee of the Association be in- 
structed to consider whether the Bibliography hitherto published in 


the American Year Book might not be taken over as a regular depart- 
ment in the P. M. L. A. 


On motion of Professor William G. Howard it was 


Voted: that the Delegates of this Association to the American 
Council of Learned Societies be requested to raise in the aforesaid 
Council the question whether it may not be expedient for American 
Learned Societies to secure by codperation a central establishment 
for the storage and shipment of back numbers of their publications. 


The reading of papers was then resumed: 


6. “In Principio.” By Professor Robert Adger Law, 
of the University of Texas. 


7. “The First Visit of Erasmus to England.” By 
Professor Howard J. Savage, of Bryn Mawr College. 


8. ‘“Asopic Fable Incunabula in American Libraries.” 
By Dr. George C. Keidel, of the Library of Congress 
(read by Professor Raymond D. Havens, of the University 
of Rochester). 


9. “ Questions of Literary Success and Influence.” By 
Professor André Morize, of Harvard University. 


10. “ The Evolution of the Priest Genre in the French 
Novel of the Nineteenth Century.” By Professor Ray P. 
Bowen, of Syracuse University. 


11. “ Doctor Johnson and the Occult.” By Dr. Joseph 
Moorhead Beatty, Jr., of Goucher College. 


12. “James Boswell on the Continent.” By Professor 
Chauncey B. Tinker, of Yale University. 
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13. “The Tragedy of Sir John Van Olden Barnavelt.” 
By Professor A. J. Barnouw, Queen Wilhelmina Lecturer, 
Columbia University (read by Professor Harry Morgan 
Ayres, of Columbia University). 


THIRD SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29 


For the third session the Association met in three sec- 
tions, devoted respectively to English, Romance, and 
German Philology. 


Eneuisu Section 
Room 22, Rockefeller Hall 


Chairman, Professor Charles G. Osgood, of Princeton 
University. Secretary, Professor Clark S. Northrup, of 
Cornell University. The following papers were read: 


14. “The Purport of Milton’s Allegro and Penseroso.” 
By Dr. Perey W. Long, of the Massachusetts Department 
of Education. 


15. “The Influence of George Sandys in English 
Poetry of the Early Seventeenth Century.” By Professor 
William H. Hulme, of Western Reserve University. 


16. “The English King Horn and Its Continental 
Relations.” By Professor Arthur G. Brodeur, of the 
University of California. 


17. “The Punctuation of Shakespeare’s Printers.” 
By Professor Raymond M. Alden, of Stanford University. 

The paper was discussed by Professors Hulme, Manly, 
Bouton, and Law. 


18, “A Neglected Notebook of Coleridge.” By Pro- 
fessor John Livingston Lowes, of Harvard University. 
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Romance SEcTION 
Room 32, Rockefeller Hall 


Chairman: Professor Raymond Weeks, of Columbia 
University. Secretary: Professor Frederick Bliss 


Luquiens, of Yale University. The following papers 
were read: 


19. “Some Medieval Echoes of the Vetus Latina and 
their Significance.” By Professor D. S. Blondheim, of 
Johns Hopkins University. The paper was discussed by 
Professors OC. H. Grandgent, of Harvard University; 
Thatcher Clark, of Columbia University; E. C. Arm- 
strong, of Princeton University, and the Chairman. 


20. “ The Source of an Old French Epic Prayer” was 
to have been read by Professor G. L. Hamilton, of Cornell 
University. In the absence of Professor Hamilton, Pro- 
fessor R. H. Keniston, of Cornell University, amplified 
the printed résumé of the paper, which was then discussed 
by the Chairman and Professor Blondheim. 


21. “Manzoni and the Romantic Movement.” By 


Professor Mary Vance Young, of Mount Holyoke College. 
The paper was discussed by the Chairman. 


22. “Juar. de Valdés as a Literary Critic.” By Pro- 
fessor R. H. Keniston, of Cornell University. 


23. “L’Exotisme psychologique dans |’(Euvre de 
Flaubert.” By Professor Gilbert Chinard, of Johns Hop- 
kins University. The paper was discussed by Professor 
Geoffroy Atkinson, of Amherst College. 


The Chairman announced that the French scholars F. 
Baldensperger and Paul Hazard have recently founded a 
Revue de Littérature comparée (Champion, Editeur). 
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At the request of the Chairman, Professor Blondheim 
spoke of the need of new subscribers to Romania, the cost 
of which is now thirty-seven francs per annum. 

The Chairman spoke of the need of new members for 
“La Société des anciens Textes francais,” to which the 
annual subscription is twenty-five francs, with an admis- 
sion fee of twenty-five francs. Professor James Geddes, 
Jr., of Boston University, reminded the members of the 
Section that it is possible to obtain at reduced rates those 
publications of the Société which have not been exhausted. - 

Professor Albert Schinz, of Smith College, made an 
appeal for new members for the “ Société des Textes 
modernes,” and his remarks were supplemented by Mrs. 
Alice M. Dickam. 

Professor Madison Stathers, of West Virginia Univer- 
sity, moved “ that this Section suggest to the Association 
that hereafter we have three of our four meetings in groups 
instead of in general meetings.” Professor E. C. Arm- 
strong, of Princeton University, proposed as an amend- 
ment: “ That the whole question be referred to the Com- 
mittee in charge.” This amendment was accepted by the 
proposer and seconder of the original motion, and the 
motion as amended was carried. 

The Chairman made an appeal for new members for 
the Dialect Society, after which the Section adjourned, at 


5.45 p. m. 
Germanic SEcTION 


Room 14, Rockefeller Hall 


Chairman: Professor William Guild Howard, of Har* 
vard University. Secretary: Professor Henry H. Stevens, 
of Wesleyan University. 

On the motion of Professor Robert H. Fife, of Colum- 
bia University, the Chairman was requested to inform the 
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Secretary of the Association that it was the desire of the 
Germanic Section that section meetings should form a 
regular part of the program at the meetings of the Associa- 
tion. 


The following papers were then read: 


24. “Die drei losen Nymphen’ again.” By Professor 
Carl F. Schreiber, of Yale University. 


25. “The Structural Composition of G. Keller’s 
Sieben Legenden.” By Profesor C. H. Handschin, of 
Miami University. The paper was discussed by Professor 
E. F. Hauch, of Rutgers College. 


26. “Prototypes of the Scholz Family in Haupt- 
mann’s Friedensfest.” By Professor Frederick W. J. 
Heuser, of Columbia University. 


27. “The ‘ Lower Classes’ in the Dramas and Tales 
of Hauptmann.” By Professor Camillo von Klenze, of 
the College of the City of New York. The paper was 
discussed by Professor R. H. Fife, of Columbia Univer- 
sity, and Professor J. F. L. Raschen, of the University of 
Pittsburgh. 


28. “A Method of Presenting the History of German 
Romantic Literature.” By Professor Robert Herndon 
Fife, of Columbia University. The paper was discussed 
by Miss L. M. Kueffner, of New York City. 


The Chairman then presented to the meeting a letter 
dated Freiburg, October 15, 1920, from Mr. Walter Silz, 
of Harvard University, expressing doubt of the authen- 
ticity of a MS. edited by Professor Paul Piper as Goethe’s 
Joseph. 

After a short recess the Section proceeded to consider 
subjects for codperative enterprise, such as had been sug- 
gested in the Address of the President of the Association. 
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Professor Camillo von Klenze suggested that a collection 
of the ballads and lyric poetry written in the United States 
in the German language could not fail to be of great value. 
It was voted to transmit this suggestion to the committee 
of the Association as a matter of first importance. 

Professor William Guild Howard suggested that the 
Association might properly undertake to publish as a series 
of monographs concurrently with the Publications, such 
fruits of research as were of a size or nature unsuitable 
for inclusion in the Publications. Professor R. H. Fife 
strongly supported Professor Howard’s suggestion and on 
his motion it was voted to recommend to the Association 
that steps be taken to make the publication of such a series 
of monographs possible. 

A suggestion made by Professor J. F. L. Raschen that 
the Association ought to make a thoroughgoing survey of 
the conditions of modern language instruction in the 
United States failed to win the support of the Section. 

Professor Marian P. Whitney, of Vassar College, was 
elected Chairman of the next Section Meeting and was 
empowered to select a secretary and, in consultation with 
the Secretary of the ‘ssociation, to prepare the program 
for the next meeting of the Section. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 


At 7 o’clock in the evening of Wednesday, December 29, 
the members of the Association were entertained at dinner 
by Vassar College in Underwood Hall, Main Building. 

At 8.30 o’clock in the evening the members of the Asso- 
ciation were invited to a smoker in the reception room of, 
Main Building. A smoke talk was given by Mr. Ellwood 
Hendrick, of New York City. 
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FOURTH SESSION, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30 
ASSEMBLY HALL 


The session was called to order at 9.40 a.m. Professor 
Frank Aydelotte, of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, proposed for the consideration of the Association 
the following plan for procuring for the use of American 
scholars and graduate students, rotographic reproductions 
of manuscripts and rare printed books in European 
Libraries. 


1. It is proposed that American University Libraries be asked to 
contribute $25.00 each per year for a fund to be expended in making 
rotographs or other reproductions of manuscripts and rare printed 
books for the use of graduate students in our early history and litera- 
ture. Institutions subscribing to the fund would be asked each year 
to suggest the material likely to be of most value to their students 
during the year following. This would, so far as possible, be repro- 
duced, preference being given to material which was likely to be 
useful in more than one institution. 

2. The reproductions would be deposited in the Congressional 
Library at Washington, D. C., the Manuscript Division having under- 
taken to house the material and to send the reproductions wherever 
they may be wanted, under such regulations as may be laid down by 
a committee in charge. The Congressional Library is also willing 
to attend to the executive work iavolved. in securing a statement 
from institutions of their preference and in arranging for the making 
of the reproductions in England. The Congressional Library will 
prepare for sale in the usual manner catalogue cards describing 
reproductions as they are secured, thus enabling each University 
Library to maintain a complete catalogue of the material. 

3. The collecting and paying out of funds and the determining of 
the regulations under which these reproductions should be used 
should be undertaken by a committee, preferably of the Modern 
Language Association, and this committee should make a yearly 
report to the Association of funds received and expended, of repro- 
ductions secured, and of the use made of them in this country. This 
report should be discussed at the annual meeting and should be 
printed in the Publications of the Society. 

4. The type of reproduction contemplated is the rotograph for 
the reason that it is the least expensive at the present moment, the 
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aim being to secure single copies of as large a number of manuscripts 
and books as possible rather than duplicate copies which could be 
deposited in separate University Libraries. The nature of this mate- 
rial is such that not many copies would be needed at one time. 
Regulations should be made such as to limit the time that any one 
student could keep the material in his possession for study, thus 
securing as wide a circulation of it as is consistent with the best 
interest of graduate study. No attempt should be made to compete 
with societies engaged in reprinting manuscripts and books, or repro- 
ducing them in collotype. 

5. We have received assurance that if such a collection is started 
in the Congressional Library, we shall have the gift of a number of 
rotographs of manuscripts which have been made for the purpose of 
printing. These would have great value for paleographical purposes, 
even after the manuscripts have been printed. 

6. Even if the plan is begun with an assurance of not more than 
$500.00 a year, it would be possible for this sum to reproduce some- 
thing like 2,000 pages of manuscript yearly, since the Congressional 
Library has undertaken to bear the cost of what little executive work 
would be required. In a few years’ time, even on this limited scale, 
we should have a fairly important collection, and it is to be hoped 
that we should soon be able to go more rapidly by securing a larger 
number of subscribing universities and also perhaps by securing aid 
from private gifts. 


After some discussion it was: 


Voted: That the plan proposed by Professor Aydelotte be referred 
to a Special Committee of five to work out the details, with power 
to act. 


The Chair appointed the following persons to serve on 
this Committee: Professors Frank Aydelotte, George Ly- 
man Kittredge, Colbert Searles, Alexander R. Hohlfeld, 
and Mr. Charles Moore of the Library of Congress. 


Professor Charles H. Grandgent, of Harvard Univer- 
sity, called attention to the fact that the year 1921 will 
be the 600th anniversary of the death of Dante and that 
it was proposed to celebrate this anniversary at Washing- 
ton in October. On his motion it was 


Voted: That the Chair appoint a committee to represent the 
Association at the proposed Dante celebration. 
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The Chair appointed Professor Grandgent as the Asso- 
ciation’s representative. 

Professor J. Douglas Bruce, of the University of Ten- 
nessee, chairman of the Committee on Resolutions, pre- 
sented the following report: 

Resolved: That the members of the Modern Language Association 
desire to express to the Trustees of Vassar College, to President 
MacCracken, to the members of the local committee and to the 
students of Vassar, their grateful appreciation of the charming 
hospitality and excellent arrangements for their comfort, convenience, 


and entertainment which have made the thirty-seventh meeting of 
the Association a memorable and delightful occasion. 


The resolution was adopted by a rising vote. 


Professor William G. Howard, chairman of the Audit- 
ing Committee, reported that the Treasurer’s accounts had 
been found correct, whereupon it was 


Voted: That the Treasurer’s report be accepted. 


Professor H. Carrington Lancaster, of Johns Hopkins 
University, was called to the chair. Professor John M. 
Manly presented the report of the Committee to consider 
the feasibility of organizing special groups in conjunction 
with the annual meetings of the Association. 

The Committee recommended: That in making up the 
program for the next annual meeting the third session 
(i. e., the afternoon of the second day) be devoted to group 
meetings for the consideration of special topics to be ar- 
ranged by a Committee appointed for this purpose; that a 
tentative list of these special topics be drawn up by the 
Committee and announced in the March issue of the Publi- 
cations, at the same time inviting members of the Associa- 
tion to suggest further topics which they would be inter- 
ested in discussing; that all members who expect to attend 
the meeting be urged to indicate to the Committee as 
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promptly as possible which groups they prefer to join; 
that on the basis of this information, the Committee should 
complete the make-up of the organization of the groups 
and appoint a leader for each group, publishing the list in 
the June issue of the Publications. The Committee fur- 
ther recommended that one session of the program be 
devoted as heretofore, to meetings of the English, Romance 
and Germanic Sections; and that the remaining two ses- 
sions be devoted to general meetings. 

After some discussion of the details of the Committee’s 
proposals it was moved that the report be adopted and that 
a Special Committee, of which Professor Manly should be 
Chairman, be appointed to carry the plan into execution. 

Professor E. C. Armstrong moved as a substitute that 
the report of the Committee be approved in principle and 
the matter referred to the Executive Council to work out 
the details of carrying it into effect. 

The substitute motion failed to receive a second; the 
| original motion was then seconded and carried. 
= The Committee as constituted consists of Professors 
a John M. Manly (Chairman), H. Carrington Lancaster, 
ba and Ernst H. Mensel. 


On behalf of the Committee on Nomination of Officers, 
the Chairman, Professor Walter Morris Hart, presented 
the following nominations: 


For President: William Guild Howard, Harvard Uni- 
versity. 
a For Vice-Presidents: Chauncey B. Tinker, Yale Uni- 
i versity; Gordon Hall Gerould, Princeton University; | 
Raymond Weeks, Columbia University. 

The Secretary was instructed to cast one ballot for the 
nominees and they were declared elected to their several 
offices. 
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Professor William H. Hulme, of Western Reserve Uni- 
versity, was called to the Chair, and the reading of papers 
was then resumed. 

29. “Victor Hugo’s Operas.” By Professor F. A. 
Waterhouse, of the University of Texas. 

30. “ Kipling’s Revisions of his Published Work.” By 
Professor J. DeLancey Ferguson, of Ohio Wesleyan Uni- 
versity. 

31. “ The Textbook Dialogue.” By Dr. Bartholomew 
Vincent Crawford, of The Rice Institute. 

32. “ Longfellow, the Italian Teacher and Scholar.” 
By Professor Emilio Goggio, of the University of Toronto. 

33. “ Largesse, an Out-of-Date Virtue.” By Profes- 
sor Marian P. Whitney, of Vassar College (read by Dr. 
Cornelia C. Coulter). 


At 12.30 p. m. the Association adjourned. 


PAPERS READ BY TITLE 


34. “Development of the Entremes before Lope de Rueda.” By 
Mr. W. Shaffer Jack, of the University of Pennsylvania. 


35. “A Critical Edition of the Roman de Romans.” By Professor 
Irville C. LeCompte, of the University of Minnesota. 


36. “The Thirteenth Century Legal Attitude toward Woman in 
Spain.” By Professor Ruth Lansing, of Simmons College. 


37. “ Mistaken Ideas in the Folklore of Language.” By Professor 
Charles Bundy Wilson, of the State University of Iowa. 


38. “ Ritson’s Life of King Arthur.” By Professor Annette B. 
Hopkins, of Goucher College. 


39. “The Field of the Essay.” By Dr. Charles E. Whitmore, of 
Northampton, Massachusetts. 


40. “Is a NewSource Needed for Chaucer’s Legend of Cleopatra? ” 
By Professor Edgar F. Shannon, of Washington and Lee University. 
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41. “The Chess Book and Chaucer.” By Professor Frederick 
Tupper, of the University of Vermont. 

42. “Documents Relating to the History of the English Drama, 
1640-1660.” By Professor Hyder E. Rollins, of New York University. 


43. “Sources and Influences: Spenser and Milton.” By Professor 
Elmer Edgar Stoll, of the University of Minnesota. 


44. “The Chronology of Milton’s Private Studies.” By Professor 
James Holly Hanford, of the University of North Carolina. 

45. “Shakespeare’s Purpose in Dropping Christopher Sly.” By 
Professor Ernest P. Kuhl, of Goucher College. 

46. “Some English Observations on American Manners and 


Customs, 1785-1835.” By Miss Jane Louise Mesick, of Simmons 
College. 

47. “King Lear and Pelleas and Ettarre.’ By Professor Alfred 
Allan Kern, of Randolph-Macon Woman’s College. 

48. “Touch Images in the Poetry of Robert Browning.” By 
Professor John Kester Bonnell, of Goucher College. 

49. “The Internal Council, Continued.” By Professor Olin H. 
Moore, of the Ohio State University. 

50. “ Estudio de ‘Comedia Tidea.’” By Professor M. Romera- 
Navarro, of the University of Pennsylvania. 

51. “Free Verse as a Form.” By Professor Charles W. Cobb, of 
Amherst College. 

52. “Montaigne Differentia.” By Dr. Maud Elizabeth Temple, of 
Hartford, Connecticut. 

53. “The Fable as Conceived by Stevenson.” By Professor Alice 
D. Snyder, of Vassar College. 

54. “O. Henry.” By Professor C. Alphonso Smith, of the United 
States Naval Academy. 

55. “The Traveling Players in the Restoration and After.” By 
Professor Alwin Thaler, of the University of California. 


56. “ Post-Bellum Giants.” By Professor Robert Withington, of 
Smith College. 


57. “A Note on the Realism of Eugene Fromentin.” By Professor 
Lewis Piaget Shanks, of Western University, Ontario. 

59. “ Molitre’s Recall to Paris by the Royal Family.” By Profes- 
sor Bert Edward Young, of Vanderbilt University. 
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MEETING OF THE CENTRAL DIVISION 


The twenty-fifth annual meeting of the Centrat Divi- 
sion of the Mopern Lanevace Association oF AMERICA 
was held at Chicago, under the auspices of the University 
of Chicago and Northwestern University, December 28, 
29, 30, 1920. 


The Chairman of the Division, Professor Bert J. Vos, 
of Indiana University, presided over the sessions. 


The attendance was large, in spite of bad weather. The 
register showed 145. The attendance at the luncheon at 
the University of Chicago was given as 154, at the smoker, 
141, and at the luncheon given by Northwestern Univer- 
sity, 121. An attempt was made to limit the hospitality 
to members. The following institutions were represented 
by three or more persons: Northwestern 17, Chicago 16, 
Wisconsin 16, Iowa 12, Illinois 7, Indiana 6, Minnesota 
5, Ohio State 5, Michigan 4, Washington University 4, 
Vanderbilt 3. 


The following local committees were in charge: Univer- 
sity of Chicago, Professors T. P. Cross and G. T. Nor- 
thup; Northwestern University, W. F. Bryan, Anfonso de 
Salvio, and Hans Kurath. 


FIRST SESSION, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28 


The Division was called to order at 2.30 p. m. in the 
Florentine Room of the Congress Hotel by the Chairman, 
Professor Bert. J. Vos, of Indiana University. 


The Secretary of the Division, Professor Bert E. Young, 
of Vanderbilt University, presented a brief report on the 
work of the year. In particular, he stressed the critical 
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financial situation of the general Association, due to the 
high costs of printing and supplies, and urged the codpera- 
tion of all members in increasing the membership and the 
available funds. 


The Chair appointed the following committees: 


To nominate new officers: Professor H. A. Smith, Wis- 
consin, Chairman ; O. F. Emerson, Western Reserve, J. T. 
Hatfield, Northwestern, Guido Stempel, Indiana, Hardin 
Craig, State University of Iowa. 


On time and place of next meeting: Professors Ken- 
neth McKenzie, University of Illinois, Chairman; W. A. 
Nitze, University of Chicago, H. Almstedt, University of 
Missouri, Stephen Bush, State University of Iowa, Arthur 
C. L. Brown, Northwestern University. 


On Resolutions: Professors Louise Pound, University 
of Nebraska, Chairman; C. M. Lotspeich, University of 
Cincinnati, Hugo Thieme, University of Michigan. 


The reading of papers was then begun, as follows: 


1. “Some Dialectical and Foreign Types in the 
Drama of the XVIth Century.” By Professor W. S. 
Hendrix, Ohio State University. 


This paper was discussed by Professor Hills, Indiana 
University. 

2. “Shakspere’s Control over His Fools.” By Pro- 
fessor M. C. Baudin, Miami University. 


3. “Sainte-Beuve an Aisthetic Critic.” By Professor 
Lander MacClintock, Indiana University. 


4. “The Philosophy of William Blake.” By Dr. 
Frederick B, Kaye, Northwestern University. 
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5. “The Psychological vs. the Logical Point of View 
in Semantics.” By Dr. Hans Kurath, Northwestern Uni- 
versity. 

This paper was discussed by Professor Wood, Univer- 
sity of Chicago. 

6. “Queen Anne’s Act: A Note on English Copy- 
right.” By John W. Draper, University of Minnesota. 


This paper was discussed by Professor van Roosbroeck, 
University of Minnesota. 


7. “The Influence of Early Scientific Periodicals on 
English Book-Reviewing.” By Professor Philip Me- 
Cutcheon, Denison University. 


At eight o’clock in the evening of Tuesday, December 
28, the members of the Central Division assembled in the 
Green Room of the Congress Hotel. 

The members heard with pleasure the following ad- 
dresses : 

Address of welcome, President Walter Dill Scott, 
Northwestern University. 

Address of the Chairman of the Central Division, Pro- 
fessor Bert J. Vos, Indiana University. Subject: “ Beat- 
ing the Bounds.” 

These addresses were followed by an informal reception. 


SECOND SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29 


The session of Wednesday forenoon, which convened at 
9.30 a. m. was devoted to the following Departmental 
Meetings for the presentation of more technical papers. 

ENGLIsH 
Room 10, Classics Building, University of Chicago 


Chairman—Professor Arthur C. L. Brown, Northwest- 
ern University. 
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8. “The Structure of the Ancient Irish Epic.” By 
Professor Tom Peete Cross, University of Chicago. 


9. “Chaucer’s Anonymous Marchant.” By Professor 
Thomas A. Knott, State University of Iowa. 


10. “ More About Chaucer’s Wife of Bath.” By Pro- 
fessor Walter Clyde Curry, Vanderbilt University. 


11. “ The Nibelungen Saga and the Great Irish Epic.” 
By Professor John C. Hodges, Ohio Wesleyan University. 


This was discussed by Professors Cross, Larsen, and 
Brown. 


12. “Wudga: A Study in the Theodoric Legends.” 
By Professor Henning Larsen, State University of Iowa. 


13. “The Cause of Long Vowel Change in English.” 
By Professor C. M. Lotspeich, University of Cincinnati. 


This was discussed by Dr. H. Kurath and Professor 
Emerson. 


14. “Milton and Nature.” By Professor Robert S. 
Newdick, Miami University. 


This was discussed by Professor Tolman, University of 
Chicago, and others. 


Germanic LaneuacEs 
Room 18, Classics Building, University of Chicago 
Chairman—Professor George Oliver Curme, North- 
western University. 


15. “ Heinrich von Treitschke’s Treatment of the Ger- 
man Turner and Burschenschafter in his Deutsche Ge- 
schichte im neunzehnten Jahrhundert.” By Professor 
Starr Willard Cutting, University of Chicago. 
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This paper was discussed by Professor Hatfield. 


16. “ Hoffman von Fallersleben’s 7'exanische Lieder.” 
By Professor Julius Goebel, University of Illinois. 

17. “Goethe’s Poem, ‘Im ernsten Beinhaus war’s.’” 
By Professor James Taft Hatfield, Northwestern Uni- 
versity. 

18. “* The Penitence of St. John Chrysostom ’ in Two 
Fifteenth Century German Versions.” By Professor 
Charles A. Williams, University of Illinois. 

19. “ Sealsfield’s American Romances and ‘ Young 
Germany.’” By Dr. B. A. Uhlendorf, University of 
Illinois. 


Romance Lanevaces 
Room 17, Classics Building, University of Chicago 


Chairman—Professor Casimir Zdanowicz, Randolph- 
Macon Woman’s College. 


20. “ The Suggestion of a New General Study on the 
Chanson de Geste.” By Professor Hugh A. Smith, Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. 


This paper was discussed by Professor Bush, University 
of Iowa. 


21. “The University of Chicago Manuscript of the 
Genealogia Deorum of Boccaccio.” By Professor Ernest 
H. Wilkins, University of Chicago. 


This paper was discussed by Professors Nitze, Univer- 
sity of Chicago, and Wagner, University of Michigan. 


22. “The Tonic Vowel in Southern Italian and Sici- 
lian.” By Professor Herbert H. Vaughan, University of 
Nebraska. 
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This was discussed by Professors Jenkins and Wagner. 


23. “Why Did Genelon Hate Roland?” By Profes- 
sor Th. A. Jenkins, University of Chicago. 

24. “The Dreams of Charlemagne in the Chanson de 
Roland.” By Dr. A. H. Krappe, Indiana University. 

25. “ The Interest of the S Manuscript of Godefrot de 
Bouillon.” By Mr. Alexander Green Fite, University of 
Wisconsin. 

The time of this paper was exchanged with Paper 43. 

26. “The Rhythm and Meter of the Calderonian Oc- 
tosyllabic.” By Professor F. O. Reed, University of 
Wisconsin. 

The members of the Central Division were entertained 
at luncheon by the University of Chicago men at the 
Quadrangle Club at half-past twelve on Wednesday. 


THIRD SESSION, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29 


The session of Wednesday afternoon, which convened 
at 2.30 p. m., was devoted to three departmental meetings 
—English, Germanic, and Romance—for the discussion 
of problems of instruction. 


ENGLIsH 
Room 10, Classics Building, University of Chicago 
Chairman—Professor Emerson, Western Reserve Uni- 
versity. 
Secretary—Professor Curry, Vanderbilt University. 
27. “Shall the Ph. D. Course Be Made More Hu- 


manistic?” First Speaker, Professor Frederick A. Man- 
chester, University of Wisconsin, “ Notes on the Ph. D, 
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Degree.” ‘Second Speaker, Professor Robert L. Ramsay, 
University of Missouri, “ Denaturing the Ph. D. Degree.” 


In the absence of Professor Manchester his paper was 
read by Dr. Harry Glicksman, of the University of Wis- 


consin. 

{The requirements for the degree of doctor of philosophy in English should be 
made broader and more humanistic. The “literary thesis’’ ie at present inferior to 
that produced in our graduate schools because it has not the organized force of the 
department behind it. In addition to a thorough revision in requirements, there- 
fore, the whole tone of the university must be altered and its faculties won over 
to the humanities. The ultimate aim of any graduate school should be to train 
students in intelligent judgments of literature. Philology and minute research must 
no longer be made ends in themselves, as is now unfortunately the case, but care- 
fully subordinated to and made to serve the ends of literary criticism.] 


Professor Ramsay spoke in part as follows: 


{English scholarship shows marked influences of the Teutonic idea of scientific 
investigation in philology, comparative literature, and in criticism. Some depart- 
ments having overemphasized this element in graduate instruction, there is now need 
of a reform. Graduate students in English must not only have a reading knowledge 
of Anglo-Saxon and Middle English, but they must recognize the classics and 
the Romance languages as well. In any science generalization is the ultimate aim 
of investigation, but generalizations which do not embrace facts are often erroneous. 
Philology has confined itself too much lately to the accumulation of facts—to 
analysis; the time has now come for new generalizations—syntheses—based upon a 
new body of facts. The newer criticism, uniting with philology and resting upon 
a basis of scientific principles, may now be admitted becaused it offers scholarly 
discipline. True humanists must recognize the fact that words are the incarnation 
of the human spirit and that the study of linguistics is necessary for the correct 
understanding of literature. Research work, however narrow and minute, must not 
be scorned; but to the virtues of thoroughness, accuracy, and honesty the scholar 
must now add catholicity of taste and broadness of view. The proper corrective 
for a too scientific scholarship is not antithesis but synthesis.) 


28. “The Use and Abuse of the Contemporary in the 
Teaching of English.” By Professor Louise Pound, Uni- 


versity of Nebraska. 


{In an effort to make literature “ inspiring and interesting ”’ there is a tendency 
among teachers of English to reject and condemn the older poets in favor of the 
modern. While modern literature may profitably be drawn upon for analogies and 
for collateral use, teachers must recognize that, in order to keep the torch of 
learning alive, students must concern themselves with the past as well as the 
present. The educated man is superior te others because he has more knowledge; he 
is able, by the process of putting himself outside of his time, to gain a truer per- 
spective of his own age than the man who sees only the present—and that usually 
out of focus. Since literature is the record of human feeling, the storehouse of 
Progress, it is imperative that one have reverence for man’s accomplishments in 
the past.) 
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29. “A Workable Plan of Codperation with High 
School Teachers.” By Professor Edward Chauncey Bald- 
win, University of Illinois. 

(The aim of an Association of College and High School Teachers, such as exists 


in Illinois, is to bring teachers of English into closer relations, to standardize high 
school courses, and to relate them to college courses.] 


This paper was discussed by Professor Hardin Craig. 


30. “What Shall We Do with Freshman Themes?” 
By Professor Allan H. Gilbert, University of Tennessee. 


{Professors must not be too conscientious in correcting freshman themes, both 
because it is a useless labor on the instructor’s part and because it may destroy the 
individuality of the student. Few corrections, occasional conferences, and the 
“laboratory method’’ of instruction usually result in themes that are at least 
individual if not always “ correct.’”” The use of books of “‘ models” should give 
way to analyses in written form of short English poems.] 


This paper was discussed by Dr. Lucius W. Elder, of 
Knox College. 


The conference elected Professor Karl Young, Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, Chairman, and Professor George R. 
Coffman, Grinnell College, Secretary, and instructed them 
to prepare the programme for 1921. 


GrerManic LANGUAGES 
Room 18, Classics Building, University of Chicago 


Chairman—Professor Bayard Quincy Morgan, Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. 

Secretary—Professor George Radford Mayfield, Van- 
derbilt University. 


31. “Some Informal Remarks on Teaching German 
Literature.” By Professor James Taft Hatfield, North- 
western University. 


{Emphasis on reading German aloud as the supreme test of mastery of the lesson. 
Teacher and pupils should join in giving something of the dramatic and artistic 
touch in interpreting the thought of the author. Form work, construction, notes, 
and the like should be pre-supposed. Translating, parallel work, themes, and the 
like are commendable but nothing can take the place of reading aloud as the best 
means of interpreting the mind of the author.) 
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The paper was discussed by Professors Vos, Jente, Mor- 
gan, and Thurman. The use of this method by all teachers 
for all classes was seriously questioned, though it was felt 
that splendid results might be obtained. 


32. “Introductory Courses to the Study of German 
Literature.” By Professor Friedrich Bruns, University of 
Wisconsin. | 

{The author most referred to as offering a large choice of works in a series was 
Friedrich Hebbel. Agnes Bernauer, Maria Magdalene, Gyges und Sein Ring, 
Genoveva, and Herodias and Mariamne were suggested as the basis of an excellent 
course in German literature. The courses should be conducted in German as far as 
possible, but some classes are so backward that English is often better suited to 
their needs. Translating is also a necessary evil at times to test out the accuracy 
of the student's interpretation. ] 

Professor Curme in a characteristic talk confessed that 
he had never been able to follow any one method as the 
sine qua non of efficiency. His conviction was that a heart 
to heart talk in the language of the student often did more 
than a year’s instruction by some pet method; that it was 
more the teacher after all than the method employed that 


brought results. 


33. “Aims and Methods in the Teaching of First- 
Year College German.” By Professor Edward Henry 


Lauer, State University of Iowa. 

(The reader stated that the past three years had caused him to ponder deeply 
over the real aims one should have in the teaching of a modern foreign language, 
with special reference to German. His conclusion was that reading, wide reading, 
intelligent reading, was perhaps the best goal to be kept steadily in view. To this 
end he had covered much more ground in reading than he had ever done before. 
Cognates, derivation, vocabularies, grammar, memory work, and written sentences 
were not omitted, but much reading had brought the best results he had yet 
pe getting students to a proper appreciation of the language and its 
message. 


This paper provoked much discussion by Professors 
Hohlfeld, Cutting, Purin, Bruns, and Curme. No one 
method was acceptable to all but it was agreed that true 
aims and methods in German instruction transcend all 
temporal circumstances, whether they be war, or race pre- 
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judice, or passing sentiment; also that the content of Ger- 
man literature, German science, and German civilization 
offered as large a field as ever for the activities of teacher 
and pupils. 


The program was completed with the report made by 
Mr. Richard Jente, of the University of Minnesota, con- 
cerning the status of German instruction in the high 


schools and colleges of America. 


{In response to the author’s questionnaire he received sufficient figures to make a 
comprehensive report and draw some conclusions as to the steps to get German 
back, if not to a pre-war basis, at least to the place it rightly deserves in a liberal 
curriculum. His report showed that German has disappeared as a required subject 
in all high schools but is still optional in some of them, though the minimum 
number required for the organization of a class in German is usually greater than 
the number of students who would elect this subject. The drop in preparatory 
schools is not so marked as in high schools, since the minimum number for a class 
in the former is not so great as in the latter. In the colleges there has been a drop 
from $1,540 in 1913 to 11,178 in 1920. The number of full time instructors has 
fallen from 242 to 111 during the same time. Especially marked has been the 
decrease in the women’s colleges of the United States, there being about 20 per cent. 
of the enrollment of 1913. The increase of students in beginners’ courses in German 
has been considerable in most sections, but the decrease in students for advanced 
courses almost counterbalances this increase. Enrollment for scientific work is 
decidedly on the increase.]. 


For the ensuing year Professor Charles P. Goettsch was 


elected chairman, and Professor A. M. Charles, secretary. 
These officers will prepare the program of 1921. 


Romance Laneuaces 
Room 17, Classics Building, University of Chicago 


Chairman—Professor Russell Parsons Jameson, Ober- 
lin College. 

Secretary—Mr. Alexander Green Fite, University of 
Wisconsin. 


34. “The Function of the Teachers’ Course in the 
Training of Modern Language Teachers.” By Professor 
Charles Edmund Young, State University of Towa. 
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{Suggestions for course: Discover the linguistic weaknesses of the class and 
remedy them. Arrange for observation and profiting by the mistakes of others. 
Practice-teaching and conducting class. Class-room technique. Both theoretical 
and practical application of phonetics. Discussion and demonstration of methods. 
Discussion of proper texts, reference books, maps, etc.] 


The strong discussion by Professors Zdanowicz, Smith, 
and Carnahan brought out: 1. The ever-increasing inter- 
est in such courses. 2. The necessity for clinics. 3. The 
necessity for greater preparation and time to give such 
courses. 4. The necessity for careful delimitation of these 
courses. 


35. “ How to Secure the Presence of Men Students in 
Advanced Courses.” By Professor H. P. Thieme, Uni- 
versity of Michigan. 


[Suggestions: A congenial atmosphere. The attraction of personality. Impart 
the conviction that deeper knowledge of a foreign literature is valuable in itself 
and that the cultural background is a very real asset. Arouse interest in the 
country itself. Allow time for discussion and make students feel that they are 
co-workers. Maintain respect for the profession even under the present meager 
rewards for teaching.] 


The discussion by Professors De Salvio and Havens took 
opposing turns: 1. Pessimistic. If compulsion were re- 
moved, one professor might suffice in some universities for 
all the modern language students ; men students won’t take 
interest in purely idealistic things; pre-medical, preaw, 
and other specializations are destroving the humanities. 
2. Optimistic. Men will go into higher courses when they 
are made more vital, interesting, and stimulating; a com- 
promise must be made between the linguistic and the 
humanistic. 


36. “Methods in Advanced Literary Courses.” By 
Professor Henri David, University of Chicago. 


[Methods are as numerous as subjects. “Scientific treatment” is well if the 
proportions are regarded. Avoidance of too fixed a system. Stimulation of taste 
and judgment. Combating the present wave of materiailsm with the grandeur and 
idealism of the past.] 
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The discussion by Professors Coleman, Wagner, Buvée 
of University of Chicago High School, Cardon of Wis- 
consin, brought out two opposing views: 1. That such 
courses should be conducted largely in French. 2. That 
they are far more profitable conducted in English. 


37. “New Opportunities for Graduate Study in 
France.” By Professor S. H. Bush, State University of 


Towa. 


[The greatest men in France are now devoting themselves to such work. The 
fine courses in French literature, history, art and geography. Universities especially 
attractive to Americans: Paris, Grenoble, Lyon, Bordeaux, Strasbourg, and the 
courses at Tours. The student would do well to begin at a provincial university. 
Necessity of advanced work before going over.) 


Professor Wagner, leading the discussion, insisted that 
graduate committees should allow more credit for such 
work in absentia. 


Professor B. E. Young, “ in order to get an expression 
of opinion,” offered the following resolution : 

Resolved: That all candidates for the doctorate in Romance Languages in 
our universities should be required to spend at least two semesters in foreign study. 

After discussion by Professor Thieme, action on this 
resolution was deferred until 1921, when it will be taken 
up as an order of the day. 


On motion of Professor Smith, the Chair appointed the 
following committee to advise with the officers in regard to 
the programme of 1921, and to determine the advisability 
of dividing the Section into French, Italian, and Spanish 
groups: Professors Wilkins, MacKenzie, and Owen. The 
committee reported later to the general session against any 
such division. 


The following officers of the Section for 1921 were 
elected: Chairman, Professor E. C. Hills; Secretary, Pro- 
fessor Patty Gurd, of Wilson College. These officers will 
prepare the program of 1921. 
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At 8 p. m. of Wednesday a smoker was given by the two 
faculties in the Florentine Room of the Congress Hotel. 


The smoke-talk was given by Professor James Weber 
Linn, University of Chicago, in his own humorous fashion. 


The Division then proceeded to commemorate its 
TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY with a reminiscent address 
by Professor George Oliver Curme of Northwestern Uni- 


versity, one of the early members. 


The initiative in this movement was taken in February, 1895, by W. H. Carruth 
of the University of Kansas, Laurence Fossler of the University of Nebraska, and 
Charles Bundy Wilson of the State University of Iowa (see Publications, 1896, 
vol. iv, new series, p. lviii.) A committee on organization was selected as follows: 
G. Hempl, C. B. Wilson, W. M. Baskervill, L. Fossler, G. E. Karsten, H. Schmidt- 
Wartenberg. A preliminary meeting was held in Chicago, June 1895, which was 
attended by C. B. Wilson, W. H. Carruth, G. E. Karsten, L. Fossler, F. A. Black- 
burn, J. T. Hatfield, C. W. Pearson and H. Schmidt-Wartenberg. W. H. Carruth 
was chosen chairman and H. Schmidt-Wartenberg was chosen secretary (Publica- 
tions, vol. iv, n. s., pp. lix-Ixii.) ‘‘ Central Modern Language Conference” was 
selected as a name. C. B. Wilson was made chairman of a committee on consti- 
tution: G. E. Karsten chairman on program; and H. Schmidt-Wartenberg chairman 
on arrangements. 

The first annual meeting was held in Chicago, December 30 and 31, 1895 and 
January 1, 1896. 

In accordance with action taken by a joint committee of the Modern Language 
Association of America and of the Central Modern Language Conference consisting 
of Professors G. L. Kittredge, J. M. Hart, J. W. Bright and A. H. Tolman the 
latter society became in 1896 the Central Division of the Modern Language Asso- 
ciaion of America (see Pub., vol. tv, pp. v and vi, xx, xxi, Ix-lxiii, Ixxiii-lxxiv; 
vol. v, pp. v-vii). 


FOURTH SESSION, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30 


Northwestern University Building, Chicago 
Booth Hall, Room 401 


The Fourth Session, which was called to order at 9.30 
a. m., afforded opportunity for the transaction of the 
business of the Division. 

A presentation of the work and plans of the American 
Dialect Society was given by Professor Cross. This was 
discussed further by Professor Emerson. 
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Professor Wilkins made a report on the work of the 
Committee on Grammatical Nomenclature. On motion, 
it was voted to continue the representation of the Associa- 
tion on this Committee for another year. 


The Committee on Nomination of New Officers, Profes- ‘ 
sor Smith, Chairman, made the following nominations: ; 
For chairman, Professor Arthur C. L. Brown; for secre- 4 
tary, Professor B. E. Young; member of the executive | 
committee until 1923, Professor T. P. Cross. ‘ 


On motion of Professor MacKenzie, the Secretary was 
instructed to cast the ballot of the Division for these offi- 
cers and they were declared elected. 

The Committee on Time and Place of Next Meeting 
made the following recommendations: 


1. To accept the invitation of the State University of Iowa for the meeting 
of 1921. 

2. To fix the date of the next meeting at about April 1, 1922 (change the 
time of meeting to the spring.) 

3. To meet in Chicago as often as every second year. 

4. To continue meeting as the Central Division (i. e., not to have one annual 
meeting for the whole Association, as had been proposed.) 


This report brought out an active discussion, in which 
participated Professors Smith, Albert A. Faurot of Rose 
Polytechnic Institute, Bush, Cross, Nitze, Bryan, Brown, 
Lotspeich, M. A. Shaw of Michigan, Wilkins and Craig. 

On motion, the report of the Committee was adopted 
with the amendment of the second recommendation to 
retain the present custom of meeting in the Christmas 
recess. 


The Committee on Resolutions, Professor Pound, 
Chairman, offered the following resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted : 


Resolved, That we express our sincere appreciation of the hospitality repeatedly 
extended to us, as members of the Central Division of the Modern Language Asso- 
ciation, by Chicago and Northwestern universities; that we thank the presidents 
and the faculties of these universities and the members of the local committee 
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(Messrs. Tom Peete Cross, George T. Northrup, W. F. Bryan, A. de Salvio, Hans 
Kurath) for the cordial welcome and the generous treatment accorded us at the 
twenty-fifth meeting of the Central Division. 


Professor Craig offered the following resolution : 


Resolved: That the Executive Committee of the Central Division be directed 
to consider the possibility and means of increasing the facilities for the publica- 
tion of learned articles in the modern language fields. 

This resolution was passed with an amendment by 
Professor Emerson, urging that the members of the Cen- 
tral Division make special individual effort to make a 
large increase in the membership of the Association. He 
set five thousand members as the goal. 


The Secretary gave official notification to the Division 
of the increase in the annual dues to four dollars per 
annum, and offered the following resolution: 


Resolved: That Article III, paragraph 4, of the Constitution of the Modern Lan- 
guage Association of America, as of March 31, 1920, be amended to read as 
follows: ‘‘ Any member, or any person eligible to membership, may become a life 
member by a single payment of fifty dollars, or by the payment of seventeen dollars 
and fifty cents a year for three successive years. Persons who for fifteen years or 
more have been active members in good and regular standing may become life 
members upon the single payment of thirty-two dollars and fifty cents.” 

Upon motion of Professor Craig, the resolution was 
adopted, the fractions being left to the discretion of the 
General Secretary of the Association. 

Upon motion, the elections of officers in the various 
sections were confirmed by the Division. 

Professor MacKenzie reported that the committee ap- 
pointed by the Romance Section to consider a redivision 
of the Section into French, Italian and Spanish groups 


desired to report against such redivision. 


Professor H. A. Smith, of the University of Wisconsin, 
offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 


Whereas, The salary paid at present to the Secretary of the Central Division 


affords him little margin over the expense of attending the annual meetings, 
therefore, be it 
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Resolved, That we recommend to the Executive Council that the Secretary’s 
vouchers for annual necessary expenses in attending the meetings and for clerical 
assistant in carrying on the work of the Division be allowed, to an amount not 
exceeding $100 additional to his present salary. 

The reading of papers was then resumed: 

38. “Silvio Pellico One Hundred Years After.” By 
Professor Kenneth MacKenzie, University of Illinois. 

This was discussed by Professor Rudolph Altrocchi. 

39. “ Dryden’s Lucian.” By Professor Hardin Craig, 
State University of Iowa. 

This was discussed by Professors Nitze and Cross. 

40. “The Theory of ‘Natural Goodness’ in the 
Nouvelle Heéloise.” By Professor George R. Havens, 
Ohio State University. 

This was discussed by Professor Nitze. 

41. “The Passionate Shepherd of Marlowe; Its Imita- 
tions and Analogues.” By Professor R. S. Forsythe, 
Northwestern University. 

42. “The Turning Point in Wordsworth’s Religious 
Faith.” By Professor S. F. Gingerich, University of 
Michigan. 

43. “Spanish ‘Arte Mayor’ Verse.” By Professor 
E. C. Hills, Indiana University. 

The time of this paper was exchanged with No. 25. 

At 1 p. m. the members of the Division were entertained 
at luncheon by the Northwestern University men at the 
La Salle Hotel. 


FIFTH SESSION, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30 
Northwestern University Building 
Booth Hall, Room 401 


The Fifth Session was called to order at 2.30 p.m. The 
reading of papers was resumed. 
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44, “The King in Hamlet.” By Professor Howard 
M. Jones, University of Texas. 
Owing to the illness of Professor Jones, this was omitted. 


45. “The Figurative Quality in Jeremy Taylor’s 
Holy Dying.” By Dr. Harry Glicksman, University of 
Wisconsin. 

46. “ Flaubert’s Methods as Applied to the Descrip- 
tions in Madame Bovary.” By Professor Arthur Hamil- 
ton, University of Illinois. 

This was discussed by Professors van Steenderen and 
Coleman. 


47. “Hamlet in France in 1660.” By Professor Gust. 
L. von Roosbroeck, University of Minnesota. 
This was discussed by Professors Havens and Craig. 


48. “The ‘ Poésie intime’ in Sainte-Beuve and in 
Lamartine (Jocelyn): A Contrast.” By Maxwell Smith, 
University of Wisconsin. 


49. “ Matthew Arnold and Goethe.” By Miss Helen 
C. White, University of Wisconsin. 


PAPERS READ BY TITLE 


The following papers were read by title only: 


50. “English Songs on the Night Visit.” By Professor Charles 
Read Baskervill, University of Chicago. 


51. “Les Noms Propres dans l’uvre de Victor Hugo.” By Pro- 
fessor André Béziat, Vanderbilt University. 


52. “The Case of Chaucer’s Summoner.” By Professor Walter 
Clyde Curry, Vanderbilt University. 


53. “Prolegomena to a New Edition of the Works of Bartolemé 
de Torres Naharro.” By Professor John E. Gillet, University of 
Minnesota. 
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54. “Gottfried Keller, Leben und Werke.” By Professor C. H. 
Handschin, Miami University. 

55. “The Name of the Green Knight.” By Professor J. R. Hul- 
bert, University of Chicago. 

56. “Further Light on Spenser’s Virtue of Holiness.” By Profes- 
sor H. S. V. Jones, University of Illinois. 


57. “English Precursors of Goethe’s Werther.” By Professor 
Cecil A. Moore, University of Minnesota. 


58. “Role of Time in Line Rhythm.” By Professor A. R. Morris, 
Parsons College. 


59. “Rhythm and Rime before the Norman Conquest.” By Pro- 
fessor J. W. Rankin, University of Missouri. 


60. “Corneille’s Cinna and the ‘ Conspiration des Dames.’” By 
Professor Gust. L. von Roosbroeck, University of Minnesota. 


61. “Nationalism in the Drama of the Siglo de Oro.” By Pro- 
fessor J. Warshaw, University of Nebraska. 


62. “ Browning’s Redistribution of the Early Minor Poems.” By 
Professor James Blanton Wharey, University of Texas. 


63. “The Philosophy of William Blake.” By Miss Helen C. 
White, University of Wisconsin. 


64. German and English Names of Animals in Folk Etymology.” 
By Professor Charles Bundy Wilson, State University of Iowa. 


65. “The Idealism of Rostand and His Place in Recent Drama.” 
Ry Professor Charles E. Young, State University of Iowa. 


66. “A Series of Latin Hymns, De Tempore, with Paraphrases in 
Middle English.” By Mr. Morris Roberts, University of Wisconsin. 


67. “An English Novel of the Eighteenth Century in Spanish 
America.” By Professor Pedro Henriquez-Urefia, University of 
Minnesota. 


68. “Léon Daudet as Imaginative Satirist.” By Professor William 
H. Scheifley, Indiana University. 


69. “The ‘Chorus’ in the Novels of Meredith.” By Dr. L. L. 
Click, University of Texas. 
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MEETING OF THE PHILOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF THE PACIFIC COAST 


The Twenty-second Annual Meeting of the Philological 
Association of the Pacific Coast was held in San Fran- 
cisco, November 26 and 27, 1920, the morning and after- 
noon sessions at the Hotel Plaza, and the evening session 
at the University Club, immediately after the annual 
dinner. On account of illness, the President, Professor 
J. S. P. Tatlock, of the Leland Stanford Junior Univer- 
sity, was unable to attend any of the sessions. In his 
absence, Professor W. A. Cooper, of the Leland Stanford 
Junior University, presided at the first and third sessions, 
and Professor M. E. Deutsch, of the University of Cali- 
fornia, at the second and fourth. The following items of 
business were transacted : 

The Treasurer submitted the following report for 1919- 
1920: 


RECEIPTS 
Balance on hand, November > 1919, - - - $243 36 
Dues, - - - - 428 50 
Interest, - - - - 8 65 
Refunds joan Modern on Association, - 5 50 
——— $686 01 
EXPENDITURES 
Dues to American Philological Association, - - $160 00 
Dues to Modern Language Association, - - - 180 00 
Printing, postage, stationery, etc., - - - - 64 47 
St. Francis Hotel (rooms for 1919 enaenaal - 10 00 
Waiters’ gratuity (1919 meeting), - - 5 00 
B. F. White (stereopticon and services, 1919 watinn), 4 00 
Balance on hand, November 26, 1920, - - - 262 54 
$686 01 


On motion the report was accepted and referred to the 
Auditing Committee. 
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Vice-President Cooper appointed the following com- 
mittees : 

Nominating: Professors Johnston, Linforth, Elmore. 

Auditing: Professors Paschall, C. G. Allen, Mr. 
Schwartz. 

Social: Professors J. T. Allen, Fairclough, Noyes. 


The Secretary gave the statistics of membership for the 
past year, and announced that the Modern Language Asso- 
ciation of America, at its March meeting, had voted to 
ratify the agreement already provisionally in force with 
the Philological Association of the Pacific Coast. 


On behalf of the Executive Committee, the Secretary 
proposed an amendment to the Constitution, namely, that 
Article IV (“Members”) be amended by adding a new 
section, to read as follows: 


“Srcrion 3. If at any future time either the American Philo- 
logical Association or the Modern Language Association of America 
shall, for sufficient reasons, increase or diminish the sum of Two 
Dollars and Fifty Cents ($2.50) uow required from the Treasurer 
of the Philological Association of the Pacific Coast to pay for an 
annual membership in the national organization in question, the 
Executive Committee shall be empowered, at its discretion, to increase 
or diminish the annual dues of those members whose membership 
includes membership in the national organization in question.” 


As the foregoing amendment could not be immediately 
adopted, the Secretary reported a recommendation of the 
Executive Committee, to the effect that, pending the adop- 
tion of the proposed amendment to the Constitution, the 
Executive Committee be empowered, for the year 1921, 
to increase the dues of those members whose membership 
includes membership in the Modern Language Association 
of America, by the amount necessary to meet the increased 
demands which may be made upon our Treasurer by the 
Modern Language Association. 
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On motion the report of the Secretary was accepted and 
the recommendation of the Executive Committee adopted. 


The Nominating Committee proposed the following 
officers for the ensuing year: 

President: W. A. Cooper. 

Vice-Presidents: M. E. Deutsch, C. G. Allen. 

Secretary: P. B. Fay, during such time as he may be in 
residence, to be succeeded by S. G. Morley. 

Executive Committee: The above-named officers and 
B. O. Foster, A. P. McKinlay, R. Schevill, E. A. Wicher. 


On motion the report of the committee was adopted and 
these officers were declared elected. 


On motion it was voted that the Association express to 
Professor Tatlock its sympathy and its regret at his in- 
ability to be present, and thank him for his very interest- 
ing address. 


The Auditing Committee reported that the accounts and 
vouchers of the Treasurer were correct and in order. 


On motion, a vote of thanks for hospitality was extended to the 
Manager of the Hotel Plaza and to the Directors of the University 
Club, and the Treasurer was instructed to contribute from the funds 
of the Association the sum of five dollars to the “Christmas Box ” 
for the waiters at the University Club. 


The attendance at the four sessions numbered 43, 52, 
28, and 36, respectively. 


Thirty-one new members were elected. 


Percivat B. Fay, Secretary. 
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PROGRAM 
First Session, Friday, November 26, 10 a. m. 


1. “ The First Canto of Dante’s Divine Comedy.” By 
Professor Oliver M. Johnston, of the Leland Stanford 
Junior University. 

2. “The Art of Boethius’ Consolatio Philosophie.” 
By Professor Arthur P. McKinlay, of the Southern 
Branch of the University of California. 

3. “The Contemporary Biographers of William 
Blake.” By Professor Harold L. Bruce, of the University 
of California. 

4. “ Goethe’s Interest in Practical Politics and Diplo- 
macy, 1777-87.” By Dr. Frank H. Reinsch, of the Paso 
Robles Union High School. 

5. “ Box-Office and Repertory in Shakespeare’s 
Theatre.” By Professor Alwin Thaler, of the University 
of California. ‘ 


Second Session, Friday, November 26, 2 p. m. 


6. “The Influence of ‘Japonisme’ upon Modern 
French Literature.” By Mr. William L. Schwartz, of the 
Leland Stanford Junior University. 

7. “Ballad Imitations.” By Professor Robert W. 
Gordon, of the University of California. 

8. “ Montenegro Under the Romans.” By Professor 
Henry R. Fairclough, of the Leland Stanford Junior 
University. 

9. “What Shall We Say About Slang?” By Pro- 
fessor Robert P. Utter, of the University of California. 


10. “The Punishment of Homicide in Ancient 
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Greece.” By Professor George M. Calhoun, of the Uni- 
versity of California. 

11. “The Call of the Blood in the Medieval German 
Epic.” By Dr. Clair Hadyn Bell, of the University of 
California. 


Third Session, Friday, November 26, 8 p. m. 
At the University Club. 

12. Annual Address of the President of the Associa- 
tion, Professor John S. P. Tatlock, of the Leland Stanford 
Junior University: “ Medieval Romanticism and Ration- 
alism” (read by Professor W. D. Briggs in the absence 
of Professor Tatlock). 


13. “The Prehistoric Wanderings of the Hittite 
Greeks.” By Professor George Hempl, of the Leland 
Stanford Junior University. 


Fourth Session, Saturday, November 27, 9.45 a. m. 


14. “The Literary Analysis of the Book of Acts.” 
By Dr. William J. Wilson, of the Hitchcock Military 
Academy. 


15. “ Androcles and the Lion.” By Professor Arthur 
G. Brodeur, of the University of California. 

16. “ Bécquer’s Rimas and Heine’s Lieder.” By Dr. 
Franklin Schneider, of the University of California. 


17. “ Partis Secanto in the XII Tables.” By Pro- 
fessor Max Radin, of the University of California. 


18. “The Influence of Carlyle’s Theory of the Hero 
upon Carlyle’s Writings.” By Professor Benjamin H. 
Lehman, of the University of California. 

19. “The Date of 1 Henry VI.” By Professor Allison 
Gaw, of the University of Southern California. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 


on Turspay, DecEMBER 28, 1920, at Povau- 
KEEPSIE, New York, aT THE THIRTY-SEVENTH 
Meetine or THE Mopern LaneuacE 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 


By Joun M. Manty 
NEW BOTTLES 


[After some introductory remarks, the speaker pro- 
ceeded as follows:] 


Let us first recall very briefly certain well known facts 
in the history of the Association. The Association was 
founded thirty-seven years ago for the advancement of the 
study of the modern languages and their literatures. Look- 
ing back upon its career and accomplishments, the critical 
historian must pronounce that a very large measure of suc- 
cess has attended it. There has been a steady and gratify- 
ing growth. The membership is now more than sixteen 
hundred and includes probably a majority of the scholars 
in the United States actively engaged in the advanced 
teaching of the modern languages or literatures. The pub- 
lications from an annual volume of nearly one thousand 
pages—an expansion which has not been accomplished 
by any lowering of the standard of quality. Scarcely an 
important publication on any subject within our field ap- 
pears in any part of the world that does not acknowledge 
some measure of indebtedness to the P. M. L. A. The 
Association has, indeed, not only been the principal agency 
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in the United States in promoting research in subjects 
belonging to its wide field, but has recently had the honor 
of citation among the causes which have led to the organi- 
zation of the new Research Association in England. More- 
over it has done notable work both directly and indirectly 
in establishing good methods and high standards for the 
teaching of French and German in the United States and 
in keeping instructors in touch with one another ard with 
the progress of scholarship. 

With this fine record of achievement, it may seem pre- 
sumptuous to suggest that the Association ought carefully 
and thoroughly to consider whether its aims cannot be 
better fulfilled by the adoption of some entirely new 
methods and of some changes in the old ones. But it is 
just because I have been a member of the Association for 
more than thirty years and am proud of what it has accom- 
plished that I wish to provoke this inquiry. In the effort 
to avoid qualifications and conditional statements I shall 
undoubtedly tend to become too positive or dogmatic, but 
I beg you to believe that I have no wish to impose upon 
the Association any particuiar system of ideas, but only to 
suggest as strongly as I can'the desirability of an enlarge- 
ment of its aims and methods and to give definiteness to 
the suggestions by proposing some definite plans for consid- 
eration. If the Association shall decide that these plans 
are unwise or impracticable, I shall bow to its decision— 
especially if other and better means of accomplishing the 
purpose of the Association shall be proposed by others. 
My contention is only that—much as the Association has 
accomplished—the time has apparently arrived when it 
can profitably attempt to do more. 

In the field of research we see that everything has been 
left to the individual members. Not only has there been 
no attempt to direct the investigations, there has been 
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equally no attempt to bring together in any special way 
or for any special purpose members who were working on 
subjects closely related or capable of being made of mutual 
service. This was natural in view of the highly individual- 
istic character of the period when the Association was 
organized and was perhaps the only method of bringing 
together what was originally a comparatively small body of 
persons interested in very diverse branches of the same 
general subjects. But the result has been that although 
the Publications contain hundreds of valuable and some 
very notable contributions to many subjects, there are no 
great outstanding accomplishments in the field of scholar- 
ship that can be placed to the credit of the Association. 
No one great author or period has been fully studied; no 
great text or body of related texts has been edited; no 
problem of literary history or criticism has been made the 
object of concentrated and consistent study. In saying 
these things I do not forget that some of the best work of 
our generation on Chaucer and Shakspere and Milton 
and others has appeared in the Publications, or that useful 
texts have been published, or that there have been many 
thoughtful critical papers and discussions of the principles 
of criticism and of literary history. The point I am 
trying to make is that the general impression produced by 
a survey of our work is that it has been individual, casual, 
scrappy, scattering; that if we needed financial support 
for some important undertaking and were asked to justify 
our appeal by reference to what we have done, we could not 
point to large, unified achievements, we should be obliged 
to rely upon a multitude of minor contributions, and we 
should find our work unified only under the subject head- 
ings in the valuable Index to the Publications recently 
issued. 

Perhaps it is necessary or desirable to continue to 
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operate in this unorganized way. But this age is increas- 
ingly one of specialization and of organization for the 
accomplishment of purposes too large for a single investi- 
gator. No doubt there are fewer problems in our fields of 
study that can be profitably attacked by organized codpera- 
tion than there are in chemistry or physics or botany or 
astronomy. But there are some such, they are important, 
and there is little doubt that if we once begin to consider 
the possibilities of properly organized codperation, we 
shall soon find plenty of problems—some perhaps which 
could not be solved in any other way. 

In order to be specific and to make a beginning I will 
suggest a few. Others of equal or perhaps greater impor- 
tance and interest will doubtless suggest themselves to you 
as I speak. 

First let us consider the problem of American speech. 
This is no doubt properly the special concern of the 
American Dialect Society, but the relations of that society 
to the Modern Language Association justify us in con- 
sidering its problem as one of our own. It has long been 
recognized that a linguistic survey of the United States 
is a problem too vast for any one investigator, and the 
Dialect Society was organized for this very reason. Among , 
the members of the Society are all ‘the leading experts in 
American dialects and many competent observers. But 
although the Dialect Society has existed for some twenty 
years and has published many interesting contributions 
to our knowledge of the subject, it has scarcely made a 
beginning toward a complete and satisfactory survey. The 
reasons for this are clear. The work has been too casual, 
has lacked intensity and continuity of effort. The officers, 
for all their skill in organization and all their labor—and 
I can testify that they have labored faithfully and intelli- 
gently—have never been able to secure the intensive and 
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prolonged codperation which alone could bring success. 
The fault has not lain in the officers of the Society, but 
in my opinion solely and simply in the fact that they were 
not able to hold out to their fellow-workers any prospect 
of large and immediate results, and few of the laborers 
were able to retain their enthusiasm for a long struggle 
toward an indefinitely distant end. If the Society had 
had the membership and the money which would have 
justified them in saying, “ We can and will make and 
publish in ten years a practically complete survey of 
American English, including dialects local and vocational, 
colloquialisms, foreign influences, together with a study of 
foreign speech islands and their effects upon the nation,” 
I believe that a host of willing observers and critics could 
have been drafted for the work and kept in it and abund- 
ance of financial support could have been secured from 
practical business men and others who appreciate the 
importance of the problems of our common speech. It is 
not yet too late for such a program. Indeed now more 
than ever—since the war has made clear to the Govern- 
ment and to every public spirited citizen the fundamental 
importance to our institutions and our civilization of the 
English language—it ought to be comparatively easy to 
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speech, provided the plan is sufficiently comprehensive and 
thorough and its promoters can promise results in a reason- 
able time. 

Another task—or rather set of tasks—which ought to be 
undertaken by competent organizations of scholars, and 
which must be undertaken soon if it is ever to be done at 
all, is the recording of the languages all over the world 
which are vanishing before the advance of modern civiliza- 
tion. Scientists and missionaries and travelers have of 
course made studies of many of these languages. In India, 
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under the auspices of the Government, Mr. Grierson and 
his associates have made a marvelously complete and accu- 
rate survey of the multitudinous dialects spoken in the 
Indian Empire. But there are still many important 
languages in all parts of the world of which our records 
are wofully incomplete or inaccurate; and the time will 
soon come when they can no longer be studied in their 
uncontaminated forms, if at all. To make a careful and 
scientific study of even the simplest language is no doubt 
a long and difficult task for even a properly trained 
observer, but it would seem that it would not be a difficult 
or enormously expensive task to obtain phonographic 
records of traditional tales and songs and common forms 
of the most important of these languages by the aid of 
teachers and missionaries codperating with a compara- 
tively small number of experts who could give them 
training in making the records. Even in our own coun- 
try—and therefore of special interest to us—it seems 
likely that unless special effort is made, the picturesque 
and musical dialects of the negroes of South Carolina, 
Georgia, and Louisiana, and the Creole dialect of the 
whites of certain districts of Louisiana will soon be known 
only by imperfect phonetic transcriptions or even by the 
misleading representations of them in dialect stories. 

Of course I am aware that neither the Dialect Society 
nor the Modern Language Association has at present 
the organization or the means to undertake such extensive 
and expensive projects, but some of them are of vital 
interest to both organizations; and it seems probable that 
if we could make a beginning—if we could point to definite 
achievements of these kinds—we could obtain the financial 
support we should require. For language is a subject of 
universal interest. Everyone discusses its phenomena at 
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some time and in some form, everyone theorizes about 
them, everyone wonders how language originated and why 
we speak as we do. And many of the problems of 
language—genetic and psychological—will never be solved 
until we have a larger collection of specimens and have 
devoted to them a broader and more intensive study. 

The cynical among you are still objecting that such 
undertakings cost money and that while money is being 
poured out in large sums for research in physics and 
chemistry and metallurgy and botany and every other 
branch of the physical sciences, this support of research 
is due to the fact that business men see immediate prac- 
tical returns from the development of these subjects. That 
it is easier to obtain money for subjects of this kind is 
true, but it is very far from being true that men and 
women of large wealth are interested only in subjects that 
pay in money. They are interested in any subject that 
awakens their imaginations by its significance for the 
large problems of human history and destiny. Astronomy 
has for many years obtained large sums for the equipment 
and support of the most subtle and recondite researches. 
No doubt astronomy has many practical uses, but it is not 
these which have enabled it to obtain the funds it needed; 
it has won by its appeal to the imagination of men. We 
of the humanities have been too reticent, too lacking in 
human fellowship. We too have stars in our firmament, 
systems as mysterious and fascinating as comets or double 
suns, but we have too seldom invited the public to look 
through our telescopes and share our visions of the strange 
and interesting processes by which the chaotic chatter of 
anthropoid apes has been organized in the wonderful fabric 
of human speech or their formless outbursts of emotion 
have after many centuries issued in lyric and drama. 
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But there are other tasks, less ambitious but of great 
importance, which we may well undertake while we are 
perfecting our plans and obtaining the funds for these. 

In the first place, instead of working as isolated indi- 
viduals—seattering our efforts as did the monks of the 
middle ages—we can organize groups for working 
cooperatively on special topics. The organization of these 
groups and the bringing of them together for the formula- 
tion of plans and the discussion of methods and results 
might well be one of the most important functions of the 
Modern Language Association. 

Of recent years many persons in various parts of the 
world have been studying the problems of versification, 
the basis of rhythm, the perception of time relations, the 
rhythm of prose, and other related topics. Much excellent 
work has been done, some of which has been published by 
this Association. There is little doubt that some of the 
investigators have devised right methods of attack and 
created valuable instruments of investigation. But the 
problems are many; some of them are difficult; some of 
them require the work of many hands and many minds. 
There can be little doubt that if all the members of the 
Association interested in these subjects should come 
together for the exchange of ideas and the planning of 
codperative work, very much more could be accomplished 
than by working singly—some things perhaps which could 
be done only in this way. And surely it would be both 
more profitable and more interesting for them to meet for 
such planning and discussion than to listen to papers on 
a dozen other subjects, of which they have little special 
knowledge. 

There are many other topics which would profit by 
intensive codperative treatment. Perhaps in this way we 
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might hope to work out an annotated text of Chaucer or a 
critical text of Shakspere. Certainly in this way we could 
learn more than we now know of the culture of the Middle 
Ages, of the psychology of composition, of the conditions 
of literary productivity in different countries and ages; we 
might even reach some sound and well-based knowledge 
of the extent to which literature really is a function of the 
spiritual life of a nation; or at least we might for the 
first time in the history of the world formulate accurate 
conceptions and clear definitions of the critical terms 
which are used daily by writers of all classes with such 
lordly carelessness. 

If I may express my idea without reservation, I shall 
add that I think provision should be made both in these 
special groups and in our public meetings for those 
members of the Association and of the public who are not 
interested in research but none the less care for literature 
in a large and intelligent way. There are many such, and 
among them are some of our ablest and best scholars and 
teachers. Scholarship does not consist entirely in what 
is commonly called research. The man who has done only 
enough research to know its methods, its difficulties, the 
kinds of results which may be accepted with confidence 
and the kinds which however probable must always remain 
speculative, will, if he keeps abreast of important discov- 
eries, if he has a sound knowledge of what other man have 
done and are doing, and if he brings to this knowledge 
taste, good judgment, insight, and philosophic breadth, 
be a better scholar as well as a more interesting human 
being than any research worker, however industrious and 
ingenious, who lacks these prime qualities. 

Let us then find a place, a place of honor, in our organi- 
zation for all those who study literature in any large and 
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sincere and intelligent way. And let us, when in our own 
research we have discovered anything, not carry it off and 
hide it to play with, but bring it out into the public square 
and talk with our fellow-men about its meaning, if it 
has any. 

To carry out such plans would involve some modifica- 
tions of the programs of our meetings, but the changes 
would not be hard to make and would probably result in a 
renewal of interest in the meetings and greater vitality 
in the papers and the discussions. Our programs are now, 
I take it, largely the result of accident. A certain number 
of members offer to read papers on certain investigations 
brief enough to come within the conventional limits of 
fifteen or twenty minutes. If not enough papers are 
offered, the Secretary utters a ery of distress that is heard 
from one coast to the other and the devoted members 
cudgel their brains to think of some topic insignificant 
enough to be adequately treated in the alloted time or 
some larger topic that can be presented in outline. When 
the offerings are all in, the Secretary prepares his lists 
of sheep and goats—of papers to be read and papers to be 
read by title. The papers for each session are—no doubt 
purposely—entirely heterogeneous, giving every listener 
some topic of which he knows something, to repay him for 
sitting through the three or four others of which he knows 
little or nothing. Discussion is rare, and usually brief 
and perfunctory—almost never vigorous and profitable. 

If in a dozen or more rooms we had small groups of 
members actively devoting a whole session—or even all 
the sessions of the meeting—to different phases or parts 
of some topic in which all of them were keenly interested, 
we might make the meetings of the Association even more 
influential than they have been in the promotion of 
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research. And if the leaders in various lines of research 
would aid in organizing and planning problems and 
methods of solution, there is a possibility that attendance 
upon the meetings would be greatly increased. Such 
group meetings could easily provide for discussions more 
thorough, more technical, and if necessary more informal 
than is now permissible. Provision could equally be made 
for discussions of a more popular and discursive char- 
acter—discussions of critical theory and practice, reports 
on notable additions to our knowledge or on other matters 
of interest to us as teachers rather than as investigators. 
Publication might be made by summary report, by out- 
line, or by complete text, as the case might require. 

For some subjects of permanent interest there would 
doubtless be more or less permanent groups holding 
sessions at every meeting of the Association. For less 
important topics or topics of transient interest groups 
could be organized upon application to the Secretary. The 
arrangement of the program would be a complicated task, 
but it would be well within the powers of the Secretary. 

There are other ways in which it seems that the Associa- 
tion could promote research if it cares to organize itself 
for this purpose. Many scholars are deterred from under- 
taking researches or are hampered in completing those 
they have undertaken by the difficulty of procuring neces- 
sary materials—books that must be consulted, copies of 
manuscripts that must be used. Thanks to the liberal 
administration of university, public, and private libraries, 
it is now possible for a scholar to procure through his home 
library the loan of almost any book that is accessible in 
this country—though there are some scholars who do not 
know this. But the problem of procuring exact copies of 
manuscripts or rare books in libraries abroad is puzzling 
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to many of those who have not studied abroad or do not 
maintain correspondence with foreign scholars. It might 
be well to consider whether, alone or in coéperation with 
foreign societies, the Association could not arrange to 
supply this service to its members. 

Perhaps the greatest handicap under which American 
scholars labor is the impossibility of completing certain 
investigations without spending some time in foreign 
libraries. Not a few important contributions to literary 
history are, after many years of labor, still incomplete, 
because their authors have not been able to spend enough 
time abroad. Most of these authors have spent consider- 
able sums in these undertakings; some of them could, with 
the aid of a comparatively small subvention, complete their 
work promptly, instead of letting it drag on for years. 
Unfortunately the Association has no funds to aid in 
research or in the publication of research. But there is 
plenty of money in the world for the endowment of 
research if we can only get at it, and it would come to the 
Association if it were commonly known that the Associa- 
tion needed funds for such purposes and could guarantee 
that the expenditures would be wisely and properly made. 

The individual scholar—even if he has the temperament 
which allows him to urge his own claims—is rarely able 
to secure financial aid for prosecuting a research or photo- 
graphing important manuscripts or publishing important 
texts. Patrons who are not experts in philology and 
literary history have no means of judging the relative 
values of plans proposed by individuals; many of them 
know by bitter experience that expenditures for what 
seemed to the lay mind—under the spell of professional 
eloquence—undertakings of the highest merit, have been 
scornfully criticized by experts as wasted on unworthy 
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subjects or objects; some of them know that even letters 
of recommendation from prominent scholars are not a 
complete guarantee of the worth of a proposed under- 
taking. The Modern Language Association, acting 
through a more or less permanent committee of experts, 
sensible of its responsibility to the Association and to the 
public for choosing not merely worthy objects but the 
most worthy, could soon establish in the minds of patrons 
of learning confidence in its recommendations and assur- 
ance that no funds entrusted to it would be unworthily or 
carelessly applied. 

The main reason why the Association has never formed 
plans for large undertakings is that its officers are, in 
theory if not in practice, not perennials but annuals. 
Appointed for a single brief term they feel no responsi- 
bility for the remote future and limit their thoughts to 
plans for the term only. Probably the president and vice- 
presidents, as useless and purely ornamental figures, 
should be appointed for terms of one year only, but the 
real control of policies. should lie in the hands of a body 
of greater permanence. The executive committee should 
consist of members elected for long terms and not more 
than one-third of them should go out of office at one time. 
The Secretary too should be in theory, as he has been in 
fact, a permanent officer and should perhaps be ex officio 
chairman of the executive committee. Only by a perma- 
nent administration that feels its responsibility for the 
development of the Association will large and far-reaching 
plans be devised ; only by a permanent administration that 
has shown its vision, its soundness of judgment, and its 
sense of responsibility will the confidence and codperation 
of generous patrons be secured. 

There is, as I have repeatedly remarked, plenty of 
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money in the world, and the men and women who control 
it are ready to give it freely for visions—visions of all 
kinds—visions of food for starving peoples, visions of 
wider opportunities for cramped lives, visions of astro- 
nomical discoveries, or of excavations of long-buried civili- 
zations, visions of dead poets and painters and lawgivers, 
visions of man in every stage of his long climb up from 
his feeble and brutish beginnings. Of course the rich 
need some one to help them see these visions. But there 
are many men who can so help them; there are some such 
in our own Association and it is our business to find them. 
Most of us can do but little, because our eyes are fixed, 
not on the great and wonderful building we are helping 
to rear—the structure of human evolution, the complete 
record of man’s struggles and defeats and successes, of his 
dreams, his plans, his battle cries, his songs to celebrate 
his triumphs or banish his faintness or drown his 
despair—but upon the single stone each of us is shaping, 
the brick he is molding for the building. Doubtless the 
stonecutter must keep his eyes on the stone, and the brick- 
maker his on the brick ; but the public will not give money 
for stones and bricks uniess it too is ullowed to see the 
plans for the building. Each of us who are at work on 
the details has his own picture—if not of the completed 
building, at least of the part on which he is at work. We 
could hardly labor as we do if we labored in complete 
blindness ; and yet too often we are disappointed, resentful, 
scornful, if the public, which has never seen the drawings 
for our building, is not greatly interested in the size and 
shape and number of the bricks we have made. The 
building is the thing, the palace of art, the structure of 
the intellectual evolution of mankind; let us show them 
the palace, or at least find the showman. 
12 
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No doubt this is all a dream, but it is a dream that we 
can make come true, if with belief in and enthusiasm for 
it we will labor to realize it—not today, nor perhaps 
tomorrow, but on the morrow’s morrow. 

To recapitulate briefly, I propose that we consider 
carefully the desirability of three changes in the policy 
and practice of the Association: 

(1) A reorganization of the meetings with a view to 
greater specialization, and greater stimulation of research ; 

(2) The working out through carefully chosen commit- 
tees of plans for important investigations and for methods 
of aiding individual investigators ; 

(3) The establishment of the Association in the knowl- 
edge and confidence of the public with a view of making 
it a still more important source of influence and knowledge. 


al 
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THE CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS 


DetivERED ON TueEspAy, December 28, 1920, at 
Curcaco, aT THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL 
MeetTine oF THE CENTRAL DivisION OF THE 
Mopern LaneuaGe AssociaTION OF AMERICA 


By Berr J. Vos 


BEATING THE BOUNDS 


As indicated on the title-page of our program, the 
Central Division is today celebrating its twenty-fifth anni- 
versary. Such an occasion, it was thought, should not be 
allowed to pass without notice. In default of personal 
recollections on the part of the speaker, who was not at 
that time domiciled in the West, some historical data set 
down, upon request, by the first secretary of the Division, 
Professor Charles Bundy Wilson, may serve the double 
purpose of making the remembrance of the occasion a 
matter of record and of bringing before us, for a parting 
tribute, the names of one or two former colleagues who 
have “iby fate been cheated out of these fair hours” of 
friendship and companionship. 

Professor Wilson’s Note reads as follows: 


The initiative in a movement to establish a branch 
modern language association was taken in February, 1895, 
by W. H. Carruth of the University of Kansas, Laurence 
Fossler of the University of Nebraska, and Charles Bundy 
Wilson of the State University of Iowa (see Publications 
for 1896, Vol. rv, new series, p. lviii.) A committee on 
organization was selected as follows: G. Hempl, C. B. 
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Wilson, W. M. Baskervill, L. Fossler, G. E. Karsten, H. 
Schmidt-Wartenberg. A preliminary meeting was held 
in Chicago in June, 1895, which was attended by C. B. 
Wilson, W. H. Carruth, G. E. Karsten, L. Fossler, F. A. 
Blackburn, J. T. Hatfield, C. W. Pearson, and H. 
Schmidt-Wartenberg, W. H. Carruth was chosen chair- 
man and H. Schmidt-Wartenberg was chosen secretary 
(see Publications, Vol. 1v, new series, pp. lix-lxii). 
Central Modern Language Conference was selected as a 
name. ©. B. Wilson was made chairman of a committee 
on constitution; G. E. Karsten chairman on program; and 
H. Schmidt-Wartenberg chairman on arrangements. 

The first annual meeting was held in Chicago, December 
30 and 31, 1895, and January 1, 1896. 

In accordance with action taken by a joint committee 
of the Modern Language Association of America and 
of the Central Modern Language Conference, consisting 
of G. L. Kittredge, J. M. Hart, J. W. Bright, and A. H. 
Tolman, the latter society became in 1896 the Central 
Division of the Modern Language Association of America 
(see Publications, Vol. 1v, pp. v and vi, xx, xxi, Ix-]xiii, 
Ixxiii-lxxiv; also Vol. v, pp. v-vii). 

In an anniversary year congratulations are perhaps in 
order, and who that can look back twenty-five years will 
deny that in comparison with those early days the profes- 
sion has ample grounds for self-congratulation? Our 
numbers have grown apace, standards of training and of 
scholarship have steadily advanced, the profession has 
risen to a dignity not dreamed of in the past. The mantle 
of the Classics has fallen, or is about to fall, on our 
shoulders. 

But let us take a look also at the reverse side. Is it not 
true that, in spite of this raising of professional standards 
and a consequent increase in efficiency, language study has 
fallen upon signally evil days; that in numerous quarters 
a distinctly hostile attitude is manifesting itself; and that 
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it is owing only to certain ancient bulwarks of tradition, 
some of them even now crumbling, if it has in a measure 
held its own? I have no intention of discussing this 
latter phase of the problem in any general way, convinced 
as I am that the tendency this hostility evinces is in most 
respects beyond our control. If it shall not prevail in the 
end, it will be owing not to the protests of modern language 
teachers, who would be under suspicion of seeking to 
defend vested rights, but to the voices of disinterested, 
intelligent outsiders, not schoolmen at all. 

With the question of this attitude of antagonism in the 
domain of education we must not confuse the question of 
the position of literature and literary interests in our 
daily lives. There too it is doubtless true that poetry in 
the narrower sense of the word has had to yield ground 
somewhat, and that the sciences and vocational interests 
absorb some of the energy that was formerly expended in 
the pursuit of letters. We are in this connection wont to 
look back upon a golden age when the imaginative side of 
life played a far larger réle: to the Elisabethan age in 
English, and in German to the era of the great duumvirs, 
Goethe and Schiller. But with doubtful justice. The 
complaint is a standing one. Thus we find Schiller start- 
ing a long and important review (that of Biirger’s Col- 
lected Poems) with this sentence: “ The indifference with 
which our metaphysical age is beginning to look down 
upon the fancies of the Muses seems to affect no domain 
of poetry more seriously than the lyrical.” In other words, 
he contends that the age was that of Kant, that it was 
primarily an age of metaphysics. And yet, who would 
deny that, if not in an international, at least in a national 
sense, the last decades of the eighteenth century, viewed 
retrospectively, were as much the age of Goethe and 
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Schiller as the age of Kant? It is in fact a universal 
truth that there is nothing more abiding, more immutable, 
than the great in literature. And so our interest in specu- 
lative philosophy has notably waned, while that in poetry 
has, on the whole, probably not greatly diminished. 

But let us look at the matter from a third angle. Is 
it not true that those of us who have come into contact 
with the young people in European countries have at some 
time or other been struck with the fact that the study of 
the foreign tongue, be it English, or French, or German, 
had so much more commonly and so much more intensively 
entered into their lives than is the case with our young 
men and women? The foreign literature was prized, the 
foreign author read, the foreign poet loved and quoted. 
In part, this is doubtless a fundamental difference between 
an older and a newer civilization and would apply with 
quite as much force to some of the other arts, such as 
musi¢e and painting. But whatever the cause, the differ- 
ence is there and signifies an impoverishment of our 
national life. For what, if one may be permitted to draw 
a contrast, are the facts with us, in the presumably schol- 
arly cireles, among the frequenters of college and univer- 
sity halls? Would it be going too far to say that in such 
circles it is.quite generally regarded as bad taste, as the 
distinguishing mark of the high-brow, to show in conversa- 
tion any interest whatsoever in matters literary? If then 
the salt have lost its saltness, wherewith will you 
season it ? 

If this indifference to questions concerning language 
and literary expression among college-trained men and 
women have become such a commonplace, are we teachers 
of language and literature in school or college in any way 
at fault, guilty, let us say, of contributory negligence? It 
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seems to me that we have at times been remiss in two 
particulars—in not properly upholding the dignity of our 
subject from its technical and scientific side; and in not 
adequately emphasizing its literary aspect. It is these 
two thoughts that I should like to amplify in the remainder 
of the time at my disposal, and they furnish the clew to 
the somewhat fanciful title I have chosen. The Scots, so 
we are told, formerly had the custom of annually marching 
around the purlieus of their towns, of “beating the 
bounds,” so that all might see what there was to defend. 
If such a survey disclose weaknesses of position, criticism 
of them must in the main apply to conditions as a whole. 
If it have any personal application, the person is as likely 
to be the speaker as the hearer. I am in this connection re- 
minded of a poem of Freiligrath, the friend of Longfellow 
and the champion of German liberalism during the forties 
and fifties. In this poem Freiligrath compares Germany 
with Hamlet, neither the one nor the other can be goaded 
into action. He charges the Germany of his day with the 
national vices of _irresoluteness, procrastination, and sloth, 
a sloth that has brought on a fatty degeneration. The 
parallel seems complete and the bill of particulars is cer- 
tainly long and serious enough to damn any nation, but 
the poet ends up, and this has always seemed to me the 
most; personal note of the remarkable poem, the poet ends 
up with a recognition and acknowledgment that in all 
these shortcoming he is at one with his nation, sharing to 
the full the responsibility involved. The application to 
the present instance needs, I trust, no pointing out. 

Let us turn then to the first count in the indictment, 
that the profession has not always properly upheld the 
dignity of its subject from the technical and scientific 
side. To consider that modern Cinderella, Grammar, do 
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we teachers at all grow indignant, or are we even startled, 
when we encounter students to whom the categories of 
speech are apparently an unknown quantity? Students 
who in their earlier training have never been taught the 
distinction between participle and infinitive, between 
finite and non-finite verb, between adverb and conjunction ? 
Do we not merely smile at the incident and set ourselves 
to the hopeless task of remedying the defects of such earlier 
training? Would a teacher of, say, the natural sciences 
treat a parallel situation with the same equanimity? If 
not, does it not tend to show that we are ourselves weaken- 
ing in the faith? 

To take another illustration, passing from things neg- 
lected by predecessors to such as we ourselves neglect. In 
our teaching of syntax do we ever, not to say expound, but 
even so much as refer to the most basic of all syntactical 
phenomena, the development of hypotaxis from parataxis, 
of subordination from codrdination? Is it because we 
regard our students as incapable of grasping such a prin- 
ciple, or because we believe they would not be interested ? 
Both would, I feel sure, be mistaken assumptions, and 
neither would in any case be a decisive consideration in a 
question of science. To cite from my personal experience, 
an explanation of the so-called condition by inversion as 
derived from an independent interrogative sentence met 
with instant response on the part of pupils. Allow me 
however to put in a caveat here. I am not by any manner 
of means arguing in favor of the acquisition of a foreign 
language by the pathway of historical grammar—that is 
quite another matter. What I am urging is that if gram- 
matical study as such is to have educative value, it must be 
on a scientific basis, and that, moreover, a really great 
end has been gained when a student has once been made to 
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observe, and reason about, phenomena of speech. For 
that matter, why could not the same result be obtained 
almost as well in the student’s vernacular ? 

My third illustration will be taken from the field of 
literature. One of the most basic distinctions in metrics 
is that made between monopodic and dipodie verse, a dis- 
tinction that Professor Sievers, one of the honorary mem- 
bers of our Association, was the first to expound. The 
discovery, for such it may rightfully be called, has thrown 
a flood of light upon differences of rhythmical effects, and 
yet does one ever find it put to use in the treatment of 
lyrical or dramatic verse; in, let us say, the study of the 
opening monologue of Faust? And why not? Is it not 
because we are afraid of the technical even where it 
illumines, and in being thus afraid are we not by the 
same token disowning the scientific side of our subject 
and in a measure stultifying ourselves? Are you not even 
now accusing me of being altogether too technical in an 
address that is after all primarily meant for colleagues ? 

In treating my second main rubric, viz., that modern 
language teachers may justly be charged with not ade- 
quately emphasizing the literary side of their subject, I 
shall confine myself to a single illustration of sins of 
commission and omission, and in conclusion state a literary 
problem that I have found fruitful in my own teaching, 
fruitful because it begct observation and independent 
thinking on the part of the student, and formed at the 
same time a connecting link between the foreign language 
and his mother tongue. 

The standards of literary judgment are, as we all know, 
of a very shifting character. No agreement has ever been 
reached on the fundamental problem whether the essence 
of poetry lie in the form or the thought. Assuming, for 
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the sake of argument, that the two are not really one and 
indivisible, I should range myself on the form-side. But 
that is neither here nor there, the point I wish to make is 
that the very fact that there can and does exist a diversity 
of opinion on so fundamental a problem, may in some 
measure account, on the one hand, for the intrusion into 
literary treatment of matter that is really foreign to it, 
and on the other, for the elimination of matter that must 
upon even a casual examination be considered an integral 
part of literary study. Thus the opinion has fast been 
gaining ground that any particular piece of foreign litera- 
ture must be left to produce its own effect upon reader 
and student; that teacher and commentator can do little 
more than clear up the difficulties found in the text—a 
process that clearly falls within the philological and not 
the literary domain. A widely known and in many 
respects admirable editor of German classics has sought to 
justify this negative attitude by remarking that a “ quam 
pulchre ” of an editor or a guide cannot give sight to the 
blind while it may easily bore those that have eyes to see. 
The obvious answer is that there are many other imper- 
fections of visior besides that of total blindness. 

Now I regard is as a truism that the only real justifica- 
tion of the important part foreign language instruction 
plavs in our education scheme lies in the value of the litera- 
ture enshrined in these languages, which, to the few at 
least, may become a source of inspiration and a treasured 
personal possession for life. If then there be observable 
a marked tendency to allow surrogates to take the place 
of these essential values, a word of warning may be in 
order. 

To make this latter point a little clearer, let us take an 
illustration from a work in German literature with which 
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perhaps many of you are more familiar than any one other. 
I refer to Schiller’s drama Wilhelm Tell. 

Schiller’s chief source for this play was a sixteenth 
century Swiss chronicle bearing the Latin title Chronicon 
Helveticum. The body of the work is, however, in German 
and its author is a well-known Swiss patrician named 
Tschudi. It is a most fascinating account, resembling in 
many ways the story of early Greek history in the pages 
of Herodotus, and harmonizing perfectly in its simplicity 
and apparent artlessness with the subject matter and the 
locale. Now this account was by Schiller and his contem- 
poraries regarded as corresponding, in its main outlines at 
least, with established historical fact. While one or two 
isolated voices had previous to Schiller been raised in 
attack upon the authenticity of the tradition, it is only of 
late years that historical investigation has clearly estab- 
lished that the account of Tell the archer as it has been 
handed down to us is purely legendary, possessing no 
greater historical value than, for example, the legends that 
eluster around the earliest days of Rome. It is evident 
that all these facts, interesting as they are in themselves, 
are absolutely without: bearing upon Schiller’s drama. 
And yet all editors consider it incumbent upon them to 
start ab ovo, laboriously leading the student through the 
tangled maze of the earliest authentic history of the three 
Forest Cantons and conscientiously tracing the tradition 
of Tell, the skilled archer, back to its legendary or 
mythical source. In its ultimate analysis the sharply out- 
lined figure of Schiller’s drama is thus reduced to the 
vague abstraction of a nature myth, a nature myth 
“common to all Aryan races, an allegorical struggle in 
which the grim tyrant Winter is driven from his strong- 
hold and slain by the wnerring arrows of the Summer 
Sun,” whose beams are Tell’s arrows. 
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You will readily grant me that all this belongs, not to 
the sphere of literary study, but to that of historical inves- 
tigation. The question remains whether it is merely a 
harmless excrescence or whether it is symptomatic as well 
of a failure to seize upon really literary values. 

Alongside of Shakespeare one of the great literary influ- 
ences on the Germany of the second half of the eighteenth 
century is Homer. This is particularly true of the last 
decades of the century. Special interest attaches to Tell 
in connection with Homer since the story as told by 
Tschudi and accepted by Schiller is epic rather than 
dramatic in character. Goethe, who surrendered the 
subject to Schiller, had in fact planned to write, not a 
dramatic, but an epic poem. That Schiller, who is above 
all a dramatist, should have cast this epic material into 
dramatic form causes no surprise. As a result, however, 
we find a very considerable epic element in Tell, an epic 
element that contains many Homeric echoes. Both of 
these subjects, the distribution of the essentially dramatic 
and the essentially epic, and the direct Homeric influence, 
literary problems that will repay study, are very generally 
given but scant attention by editors of the play. Of course, 
esthetic values have shifted, and Homer is no longer the 
possession of the many, but that fact does not absolve a 
commentator of a German classic from the obligation of 
re-creating for himself and his readers the literary atmos- 
phere in which the work was conceived and composed. 

Let us look at the matter from a broader standpoint. 
The Bible, Homer, Shakespeare, these represent three 
great literary influences, in English as well. Are these 
all three to go by the board so far as our American youth 
are concerned? Are they to pick up a smattering of 
biblical information in a Sunday-school class, and is their 
knowledge of Shakespeare to be limited to such plays as 
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are read in curriculum in high school or college? Is 
Homer to remain a sealed book? As to the Bible, let me 
give you just one sign of the times. The editor of a 
German text published not so very long ago thought it 
necessary to comment on a reference to the story of Joseph 
and Potiphar, citing not only the chapter of Genesis in 
question, but giving an outline of the entire incident. 
There is rime and reason in this only on the presupposi- 
tion that the one approach to the Bible is through the 
Sunday-school. 

As to Shakespeare, it is my observation that German 
boys know him much better than do our boys. In transla- 
tion, to be sure, but Germany is fortunate in having excel- 
lent translations of both Homer and Shakespeare. It 
would be hardly going too far to say that they have prac- 
tically annexed the latter: that he is played upon the 
German stage to a far greater extent than either here or 
in England is an acknowledged fact. During the winter 
of 1913-14 the Deutsches Theater of Berlin almost limited 
itself to Shakespearian performances, giving perhaps 
twelve different plays. I am not aware that we have 
annexed Goethe or for that matter any foreign author in 
any such way. Quite the contrary, like Joey in the novel, 
Fraulein Schmidt and Mr. Anstruther, we still quite gen- 
erally rime him with dirty. 

In may be of interest in this connection to refer to a 
paragraph in the recently published annual report of 
President Butler of Columbia University. After describ- 
ing a course entitled Introduction to Contemporary Civili- 
zation prescribed for all members of the Freshman Class, 
he proceeds to say (pp. 22-23): 


“The College Faculty has gone farther and in establish- 
ing a special course of reading, to be followed through two 
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years by candidates for general honors, has recorded its 
conviction that the college graduate may properly be held 
to some knowledge of the masterpieces in literature, in 
poetry, in history, in philosephy and in science. The read- 
ing list at present given to candidates for the degree cf 
Bachelor of Arts with general honors, inciudes: Homer, 
Herodotus, Thucydides, A°schylus, Sophocles, Euripides, 
Aristophanes, Plato, Aristotle, Lucretius, Horace, 
Plutarch, Mareus Aurelius, St. Augustine, The Nibelun- 
genlied, The Song of Roland, St. Thomas Aquinas, Dante, 
Petrarch, Montaigne, Shakespeare, Cervantes, Francis 
Bacon, Milton, Moliére, David Hume, Montesquieu, 
Voltaire, Rousseau, Adam Smith, Lessing, Kant, Schiller, 
Goethe, Macaulay, Victor Hugo, Hegel, Darwin, Lyell, 
Tolstoi, Nietzsche.”—Certainly a list most liberally con- 
ceived. 

If the demand that the literary aspect be emphasized in 
all literary study would on the face of it seem to demand 
no other justification than that of the preéminence of the 
vital and essential over the adventitious and inorganic, it 
may be urged that such emphasis can best be applied and 
will receive its greatest reward in the case of the native 
tongue. And in a sense this is doubtless the case. The 
teacher of English literature is on just this ground to be 
highly envied in that in his case there intervene no bars 
that must first be lifted before admittance is gained to the 
inner shrine. And still the case is not altogether so simple 
as that. 

Not so long ago an observant pupil asked why it was 
that German verse, i. e., the German lyric in particular, 
meant so much more to the average German than corres- 
ponding English verse to the average American. I do 
not doubt the correctness of the observation. It might 
even be extended to the effect that boys and girls, not at all 
native to the language, at times take to German poetry 
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when they have never really learned to enjoy English verse. 
Why should this be and what is the characteristic differ- 
ence between these two modes of poetic utterance ¢ 

The first great difference between the English and the 
German lyric is doubtless a difference in their relations to 
music. The German lyric is closely related to a musical 
setting, suggests in the reading a musical complement. 
Practically all the famous German songs—and how invol- 
untarily one uses the word song in this connection—prac- 
tically all the famous German songs have thence been set 
to music, some of them a score of times. The melody 
finally becomes an integral part of the poem. Quite other- 
wise in English. Here there is no such inter-relation 
between the two arts. And this difference is symptomatic: 
it points to the fact that we have in German poetry the 
real lyric cry, the expression of a simple, elemental feeling, 
whereas English verse is far more complex in character, 
is, to a great extent, feeling that has passed through the 
alembic of the intellect and has thus assumed a reflective 
character. There are, of course, exceptions to the general 
rule. Thus, on the English side, Burns is such an excep- 
tion, if we regard him as English, while, on the German 
side, Annette von Droste Hiilshoff is a notable exception. 
But in the main the generalization holds good, that Ger- 
man lyric verse has, while English verse does not have, 
that lilt which suggests and demands for its highest con- 
summation a musical rendering. 

The second striking difference is the more abundant use 
of metaphoric and figurative language in English, a qual- 
ity that has perhaps been characteristic of English poetry 
since the earliest Anglo-Saxon period. While to a certain 
extent this distinction holds good also for some other genres, 
such as the drama, it is most noticeable in the case of the 
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lyric. Where German works are under direct English 
influence, as in the ‘Sturm und Drang’ drama, the dis- 
tinction would perhaps hardly hold. Thus Schiller’s early 
plays show a free and bold use of figurative speech, and 
the same is true of the poems of this period. But the 
typical German lyric, the lyric that has close affinity to 
music, does not show anything of this kind. 

The third, and as it seems to me, the most important 
factor of all is the dual nature of the English vocabulary— 
the Anglo-Saxon that we are born to and the Norman- 
French that we are educated up to. Much of our English 
poetic vocabulary is made up of this latter element. The 
difference here from German with its practically homo- 
geneous tongue makes itself felt on every side. Take our 
schools for example. The child begins thumbing its dic- 
tionary in the grades, advances to a thicker volume in the 
high school, to end up with a college Oxford. For what 
purpose? Almost solely to determine the meaning and 
spelling of Norman-French, Latin, or Greek words. A 
process of this sort is unknown to the German child. Its 
vocabulary is its birthright. And that, to come back to 
our starting point, is the main reason why the appeal of 
German poetry is so much more universal—because the 
symbols stand for universal values. Take a great lyric of 
Goethe, such as Gretchen’s “ Meine Ruh’ ist hin,” and 
there is not a word that does not convey its meaning to 
even the humblest. Could one assert the same of a typ- 
ical English lyric, say, of Tennyson, feel sure e. g. that 
one’s washerwoman would be familiar with the vocabu- 
lary? I believe not. Hence also the persistent discussion 
in English, from Wordsworth down to the latest number 
of the Atlantic, of the question of the proper poetic style. 

Let us not, however, forget the principle of compensation. 
The fact that the English language is composite has also 
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its immense advantage. It allows in many instances of 
double sets of values, of Anglo-Saxon words that strike 
home on account of their homeliness, and of Norman- 
French words that lack this connection with the earth- 
earthy, that have an etherial quality, a spiritual connota- 
tion which is perhaps necessarily denied a language that 
is throughout homogeneous. For illustration, take the 
two phrases, not, to be sure, equivalents, that were lately 
much heard among us: “ going over the top” and “he 
supreme sacrifice’ and you get the directness and blunt- 
ness of the Anglo-Saxon and the spiritual connotation of 
the Norman-French. 

It is this thought that is suggested in that clever book 
Fréulein Schmidt and Mr, Anstruther by the Countess 
von Arnim, the author also of Elizabeth and her German 
Garden. The writer is an English woman extensively read 
in her own native literature and well enough acquainted 
with German to have a correct feeling in comparing the 
two languages as literary media. She has the heroine, 
Fraulein Schmidt, that curious offspring of an English 
mother and a German father, as un-English as she is un- 
German, write as follows to her one-time lover: 


Can you imagine what it is like, what an extremely 
blessed state it is, only to have read the works of a poet, 
the filtered-out best of him, and to have lived so far from 
his country and from biographies or collections of his 
letters that all gossip about his private life and criticisms 
of his morals are unknown to you? Milton, Wordsworth, 
Keats, Shelley, Burns, have been to me great teachers, 
great examples, before whose shining image, built up out 
of the radiant materials their works provided, I have spent 
glorious hours in worship. Not a cloud, not a misgiving 
has dimmed my worship. We need altars—anyhow we 
women do—and they were mine. I have not been able 
to be religious in the ordinary sense, and they have taken 
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the place of religion. Our own best poets, Goethe, Schiller, 
Heine and the rest, do not appeal to me in the same way. 
Goethe is wonderful, but he leaves you sitting somehow in 
a cold place from which you call out at intervals with 
conviction that he is immense the while you wish he would 
keep the feet of your soul a little warmer. Schiller beats 
his patriotic drum, his fine eyes rolling continually toward 
the gallery, too unintermittently for perfect delight. Heine 
the exquisite, the cunning worker in gems, the stringer of 
pearls on frailest golden threads, is too mischievous, too 
malicious, to be set up in a temple; and then you can’t 
help laughing at his extraordinary gift for maddening the 
respectable, at the extraordinary skill and neatness with 
which he deposits poison in their tenderest places, and how 
can he worship who is being made to laugh? If I knew 
little about our poets’ lives—inevitably I know more than 
I want to—TI still would feel the same. There is, I think, 
in their poetry nothing heavenly. It is true I bless God 
for them, thank Him for having let them live and sing, 
for having given us such a noble heritage. . . . 

Now as literary criticism this can scarcely be taken 
seriously—at the most it hits the mark only in the case of 
Heine. We are here concerned only with the judgment 
expressed in the words “ There is, I think, in their poetry 
nothing heavenly.” One may quarrel with this on the 
score of its negative character and its sweeping nature, but 
it nevertheless represents a feeling that is in the main 
correct—stating negatively what was above asserted in the 
positive terms of the etherial, spiritual connotation that is 
within the range of the higher English poetic diction, in 
a sense that is not to that degree true of German verse. 
One might say that it represents an aristocratic as over 
against a democratic form of letters, an aristocracy, if you 
like, of intellect over against the democracy of feeling. 

These considerations explain also why in English, verse 
is difficult and prose easy, whereas in German the reverse 
is true, verse is easy but prose difficult. For, on the one 
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hand, the vocabulary of German poetry is essentially the 
same as that of prose, and on the other, the involved sen- 
tence structure that is such a stumbling-block to the for- 
eigner, is, because solely of the intellect, inadmissible in 
verse. 

In conclusion I would make an appeal for that com- 
munion with the truly great that is to be found only in 
the literature of the ages. We are so apt to be skeptical 
in our inmost souls about the reality, the actuality for 
ourselves of the greatness of the masters, of the few whose 
names stand forth not merely in the history of their nation 
but in the annals of the world. And yet in the realm of 
beauty, as in the moral world, the unanimous voice of 
tradition is worthy of some trust. If then we are exclusive 
in our daily lives in the number of those whom we admit 
to the intimacy of our hearts and homes, why should we 
not exercise a similar exclusiveness in the world of the 
spirit, when such an infinite choice is offered us? How 
great the privilege, how great the opportunity that is ours! 
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ACTS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


I. Under date of April 18, 1921 the Secretary recom- 
mended to the Council that the Bright Fund, on deposit in 
the Eutaw Savings Bank, Baltimore, be invested in U. S. 
444% Liberty Bonds. The Council by unanimous vote 
authorized this investment. 


II. Under date of April 18, 1921 the Secretary called 
attention to the recommendation of the Central Division 
at Chicago, Dec. 30, 1920 (see Proceedings for 1920, p. 
xxxvii), that an allowance be made to the Secretary of the 
Central Division, for travelling expenses in attending the 
annual meeting and for clerical assistance, to an amount 
not exceeding $100 in addition to his present salary. 

The Secretary favored the proposal to increase the com- 
pensation of the Secretary of the Central Division as a 
matter of justice but expressed the opinion that the condi- 
tion of the treasury did not warrant this increased expen- 
diture during the present year. He advised that the re- 
commendation of the Central Division be endorsed, to take 
effect during the year 1922. The Council so voted. 


III. Under date of July 4, 1921 the Secretary m- 
formed the Council that bids for printing the Publications 
had been submitted by the George Banta Publishing Co. 
of Menasha, Wis., which were materially less than the 
prices under the present contract. The Council approved 
a change in the printing arrangements, should such change 
be found financially advantageous. 


IV. Under date of July 4, 1921 the Secretary recom- 
mended that the $600. of Liberty Bonds, at present carried 
as a separate fund, be added to the Bright Fund. He 
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recalled the fact that a few years ago $500. had been with- 
drawn from the Bright Fund to meet the special expenses 
of publishing the Index Volume, so that to increase this 
Fund by the addition of these bonds would be merely an 
act of restitution. 

The Secretary also recommended that the von Jagemann 
Fund, on deposit in the Cambridge Savings Bank, be 
invested in U. S. 444% Liberty Bonds. 

The Council by unanimous vote approved both recom- 
mendations. 


V. Under date of September 30, 1921, the Secretary 
called the attention of the Council to the recommendation 
of the Germanic section at the Poughkeepsie meeting (see 
Proceedings for 1920, p. xvi), that a Monograph Series 
be established by the Association for the publication of 
“ such fruits of research as were of a size or nature unsuit- 
able for inclusion in the Publications.” 

As a means of establishing the Monograph Fund the 
Secretary offered the following proposals: 

(1) That until further notice the annual income of the Bright 
and von Jagemann Funds (which by the end of the current year 
will amount to about $190) be covered into the proposed Monograph 
Fund. 

(2) That until further notice twenty-five cents of each member- 
ship fee for the current year (not counting life memberships or 
library subscriptions) be transferred to the Monograph Fund. 

(3) That all expenses connected with the printing and distribu- 
tion of monographs be paid out of the Monograph Fund. 

(4) That, in order to make the acceptance of a piece of scholar- 
ship for publication in the Monograph Series a recognized distine- 
tion, a Monograph Committee be appointed by the Association to 
receive and consider MSS. offered, and to select those which in their 
judgment are most deserving of publication, having due regard to 
the available funds. 

(5) That the Association decline to receive doctoral dissertations 
for publication in the Monograph Series. 
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The Council voted to recommend these proposals to the 
Association for adoption. 


VI. Under date of September 30, 1921, the Secretary, 
at the request of the National Federation of Modern Lan- 
guage Teachers, transmitted to the members of the Council 
the following resolution, adopted by the Federation, and 
asked whether the Council was disposed to add its en- 
dorsement : 


To the General Education Board: 


Inasmuch as the effects of the World War on secondary education 
in the United States have been felt most directly and most severely 
in the field of modern language instruction and the imperative need 
of an investigation of this whole field is too obvious to require dis- 
cussion, the Executive Committee of the National Federation of 
Modern Language Teachers hereby respectfully petitions The General 
Education Board to provide the funds for a survey of modern lan- 
guage instruction in the secondary schools of the United States, 
similar to the investigations in other departments of education 
which have been undertaken in the past few years. 

Convinced, in view of the educational reconstruction now going 
on in the United States as a result of the war, that never in the 
history of American education has there been so great and timely 
an opportunity to perform a signal service to American education 
in general and to modern language instruction in particular, the 
Executive Committee of the National Federation pledges its hearty 
codperation in the execution of such a plan by lending all the 
machinery of its organization—its national executive committee 
as well as its national organ, ‘The Modern Language Journal ’— 
to the successful achievement of this object, and by creating such 
national, regional and state committees as may prove most feasible 
to carry out the project of a comprehensive, and thorough survey 
of modern language instruction in the secondary schools of the 
United States. 


The Council voted to endorse the action taken by the 
National Federation of Modern Language Teachers. 


Carteton Brown, Secretary. 
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MEMBERS OF THE MODERN LANGUAGE 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
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ASSOCIATION 
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